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Saudi Arabia, Syria, Egypt, 
PLO Wary of Israeli Policies 


pro-Israeli, but those of the Zi- 
onist state, Egyplian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa said Satur- 
day. 

The Egyplian news agency 
MENA quoted Mussn as tcliing re- 
porters that lhe Unifcd Stalcs was 
expected to “conlinuc 1o acl as an 
honest and imparünl mediator in 
the peace process. 

“That's the only role required 
of the United States,” he said. 

Mussa sent AlbrighL who was 
named by U.S. President Bil! Clin- 
lon on Thursday to replace Warren 
Christopher, his “best wishes” 
and said he hoped she would act in 
accordance with the principles of 
lhe 1991 Madrid Peace Confer- 
cence. (Contd on Pg.14) 


Belgrade 
Sef For 
More 

Protesis 


BELGRADE — Washington was 
stepping up pressure on Serbian 
President Slobodan Milosevic to 
accept elections won by the oppo- 
sition as both sides in Serbia 
seemed 1o be looking for a way to 
end the crisis. 

Over 100,000 people attended 
an 18th day of protest on Friday 
over the authorities” refusal to ac- 
cept the results of local elections, 
which saw the opposition together 
coalition making sweeping gains, 
winning 15 out of 18 cities and 
towns. 

On Saturday onc of the coali- 
uon’s leaders scemed to be offer- 
ing the Serbian presidenl. who has 
kept a low profile since the pro- 
tests starled, a way out without 
losing face. 

“We must not overestimate 
Milosevic's responsibility," 
Dusan Mihajlovic. leader of new 
democracy. one of the parties in 
the coalition. said in an intsrview 
with the daily Drevni Telegraf. 

"The greatest responsibility 
lies with the socialist organiza- 
tions in Belgrade. I know for a 

(Contd on چ‎ 14) 


Saturday will discuss obstacles to 
pcace placed by lhe Isracli gov- 
cemmen! of Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu. PGCC 
Secretar’ General Jamil al-Hu- 
jailan said. 

Leading PGCC member Saudi 
Arabia is opposcd to normaliza- 
tion with Israel before a compre- 
hensive peace is established. 

Qatar and Oman arc the only 
Persian Gulf states to have begun 
tradc tics with Isracl. but both 
have frozen steps toward normali- 
zation in protest at aclions by the 
new Israeli government. 

Anmb slates are not 
wary about the policies of new 
U.S. Secretary of State Madele- 
ine Albright, seen hy many as 


summilL said he “strongly regret 
ted the aggression against the 
righls of our Palesüinian brothers 
which have [cfi us a [ecling of bil- 
lemess. 

"Doesn't the world realize thal 
peace cannot be achieved by force 
and the despoilment of legitimate 
Tighis? Whoever wants 1o obtain 
pcaccec must also give iL” he 
added. 

“He who ignorcs this truth 
pushes lhe region foward a dan- 
gerous future," Princc Abdallah 
said. hoping "the region's people 
will no! cxpericnce an unjust 
peace in the future which will Icad 
to catastrophes, 

The Persian Gulf Cooperation 
Council summit duc 1o open here 


BELGRADE, Serbia, Yugoslavia (December 6): A masked student 
carries a posler as he marches along with an estimated 100,000 
people through the streets of Belgrade. The protest movement 
against Serbian President Slobodan Milosevic went its 19th day. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Compiled From Dispatches 
TEHRAN — Sax] Arabia's Crown 
Prince Abdallah ibn Abdcl Aziz 
on Saturday condemned Isracli ac- 
tions against the Palestinians and 
wimed that ın unjust pcace would 
lead to catastrophe. 

Abdallah. alter arriving in 
Qatar for a Persian Gulf Arab 


Taleban 
Force UN 
Plane to Land 


ISLAMABAD — Iranian radio 
reported or Saturday that a UN 
plane, which was carrying Tajik 
Islamic opposition leader Sayed 


-Abdullo Nuri from the Iranian 


town of Mashhad to northern Af- 
ghanistan had been intercepted 
by Afghan Taleban aircraft and 
forced to land at Shindand. 

"According to reports reaching 
us from Heral, a UN aeroplane. 
which was flying from Mashhad 1o 
Taloqan in the north of Afghani- 
stan. was confronted by Taleban 
warplanes in Herat’s airspace on 
Saturday morning and forced to 
land.” the radio, monitored by the 
Briiish Broadcasting Corporation, 
said 


“The plane, which is now at 
Shindand airport, was carrying 
cight Tajik passengers. Abdullo 
Nuri, the Tajik opposition leader, 
is among lhe passengers,” the ra- 
dio added. 

` (Contd on Pg.14) 
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Cultural Assault Serving 
¬ West's Hegemonic Policies 


first council mceling of the Or- 
ganization of lhe Muslim Women 


Parliamentarians, Larijani called 
for more vigilance and substantive 


mcasures on lhe part of {he Mus- 


lims to thwart such a full-scale . 


cultural onslaught. 


“The West has realized that, 
duc to 1be increased awareness of 
the nations, it can no longer rule 
over the oppressed and underde- 
veloped nations through economic 
and military means; therefore, it is 
resorting to cultural means in or- 
der to deprive the youth, espê 
cially those in the Islamic 
countries, and undermine those 


. ations," Larijanî said. 


He emphasized that women, in 


` Particular. are the target of the 


Wests cultural assault and that the 


formation of women organiza- ` 


tions. such as the organization of 
women parliamentarians from Is- 
l1amic countries, helps lhe women 
to play a more decisive role in he 
socicty and resist the enemy’s cul- 
tural conspiracy. 

The vice-chairman of the par- 
liamcentary committee further 


` eriticîzed ihe polarized Western 


civil structure, saying that the for- 
mula of the civil rights presented 
by the West utterly ignores the 
Islamic principles and values and 
the culture and traditions of the 
Muslim nations. 

Larijani also notcd that the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran has taken 
key measures. especially’ in the re- 
cent years, to improve the Iranian 
women’s status and pave the way 
for the their presence in all social, 

(Contd on Pg.14) 


Middle East to Overshadow 
Trade Issues at Islamic Meet 


cently. 

“Without ignoring or neglect- 
ing the burning political issues of 
the day the OIC ouglıl to spend 
more time and should focus its al- 
1ention more intensivcly on cCo- 
nomic cooperation,’ Alalas said. 


But Juwono Sudarsono, the 
vice governor of the National Dc- 
fensc Institute. told AFP thal al- 
though Indonesia and Malaysia 
would sceck to be “models of mod- 
cmizing Islam” through economic 
devclopmenL, it would be hard for 

(Contd on Pg.14) 


JAKARTA — The Asian hosts 
of an Organization of the Islamic 
Conference (OIC) meeting which 
opens here Monday may find the 
deadlocked Middle East peace 
process dominates thè session, 
analysts said. 

Jakarta has madc il clcar it 
wants trade issues 10 take lop bill- 
ing at the five-day mccling of for- 
cign ministers and senior dclcgalcs 
from 53 member nalions. 

“The OIC has bccn {oo in- 
volved in polilical issues,’ Indo- 
ncsian Forcign Minisicr Ali Alataıs 
told the nation’s parliament re- 


e a 


,  LARIJANI 

Tehran Tints Service 
` TEHRAN ¬— The Vice-Chairman 
of the Majlis” Foreign Policy 


` : Committee, ‘Mohammad Javad 


Larijani, told the Tehran Tinres 
"here on Saturday that the Muslim 
prations are presently the main 


: target of the West's hegemonic - 


policies. He added that such 
. domination-seeking schemes are 
ˆ being realized in the form of a 
cultural aggression against the 


“ . Islamic countries. 


Speaking on the sideline of the 
1J0’s Eurnesl 
Requesi: 


ST Iran's 


` Tehran Times, Service 


TEHRAN — Intemational: Jute 

Organization (JO) requested 
Iran as a major jute importer to 
„accept the membership of the or- 


RABBANT 
„ K.M. Rabbani, O's executive 
` Jirector, curently in Iran told the 
` Tehran Tivıes that the organizalon 
xas set up to facilitate the activi- 
(Contd on Pg.14) 
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Section of Iam ir Washingon û . 
DC have beer submited to the . 
Embassy of Pakistan, a 

In the Fist case, an Iranian 

copter belonging to the Min- 
istry of Oil. whose mission was 
to transport the minisuy"s em- 
ployces from Kharg Island to 
Forouzan Oil Platform. 
forced 1o reiumn on August 3. f 
1996. owing to the warmings of Ri 
the U.S. forces and their. military 


(Contd'on Pg15) 


ther said that during the Iran-Mk 
laysia Joint Economic 
Commission the hyo countries" 
officials reached certain agree 
ments and expressed hope for 
speedy iruplemenlalion of Ue 
agreements. 


3 Top NE ہج ٢د أ۸‎ 


of Sudan to the global arrogance. 
on Market to 


the speaker said that the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has always given) 
priorily in its foreign policy O 
promotion of relations with Mus- 


Albright iş ۴ 
tion at a tine when Washing. 
lon’s foreign policy is i 
disarray and the White House Š: 
facing a wide range of problems 


Albright haş to start, tackling 
variety of issues such as 
problems in U.S.-Eğrope. eê". 


Middle East crisis... 
A review of lhe U.S, ford 
policy and the reasons for. 
peated defeats of. the ‘WHS 
House in international relat. 
are important enGugh to take 
much of the line and energy & . 
America’s . new -foreigû. pol : 
kam. Other cases before, b™.: 


LL 


` exercise north of Fororwan Oil 


«Outgoing Sudanese Ambassador: 
Bids Farewell to Majlis Speaker 


Albright Unable to ntroduce Serious 
Reform in U.S. Foreign Policy 


¬ and deadlocks ixı the wold. 7 


‘Iran Reports Cases of Violations #7. 
by U.S. to UN Chief 0 +. 


UNITED NATIONS. Ncw York 
— Iran's Ambassador and Per- 
manent Representative to the 
UN Kamal Kharrazi here Friday 
reported cases of. violations of 
the Iranian territory by the US. 
forces in the Persian Gulf re- 
gion. 

In a lctter to the UN Secre- 
tary General Boutros Boutros- 
Ghali. which was circulated as a 
document of the Security Coun- 
cil on Friday, Kharrazi said {hat 
the complaints of the Interests 


aysia Determined (o Broaden Cooperation. 


A E 
expansion. of cooperation among. 
Asian countries. 

Khalis Ali expressed hope for 
further activation of Tehran-Kuala 
Lumpur lies especially in trade 
and industrial fields. . 
` The Malaysian diplomat fur- 


TEHRAN — The outgoing Suda- 
nese Ambassador to Tehran Qutbi 
alMahdi conferred with Iranian 
Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar Nateq 
Nouri here on Saturday where he 
called for consolidation and ex- 
pansion of Tehran-Khartoum .co- 
operation. 

The Sudanese diplomat appre- 
ciated the Iranian Majlis speaker 
for his efforts to promote parlia- 
mentary cooperation between the 
two countries, 

Poimting to the resistance of 
both the govemment and peopie 


TEHRAN — As it was expected 
finally the secretaries of state 
and defense and head of the 
Central Intelligence A, 

` the U.S. ete DLA bJ 
faces. wrote lhe moming Persian 
daily /ran in its editorial Satur- 
day. 

U.S. Representative i0 the 
UN Madcline Albright is Put in 
charge of American forcign pol- 
icy replacing Warren Christo- 
pher. 

Bom in Cacchoslovakia. Al- 
brig. 59, is referred to as an 
"unsuccessful! diplomat.” Un- 
der the Carter administration she 
Was deputy to national security 
advisor and has become known 
for her hostile policics agains! 
the world of Islam and Iran, 
added Iran. 


hi is widely bclicved ihat 
America’s new secrctary of state 
is an advocale of aggrcssive for- 
cign policy and U,S. interen- 
ton in various parls of the 
world. 


Albrighi is the first woman {o 


Hassan, the 


ا 
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President Calls For Increased 
Training of Information Forces 


petence and realizing the nature 
of political and economic trends 
together with experi evaluation 
and analysis will not only benc- 
ft information acihitics. but 
they will also incrcasc the peo- 
ple’s trust in the Iranian infor- 
mation organization." he added. 

The president further praised 
1he information forces for their 
valuable services to the Iranian 
people ard the couniry’ and de- 
scribed them as thc "cycs" of the 
holy Islamic system. 


Iran, Nal 


Tekrar Times Service 


TEHRAN -— The prevailing inicr- 
national and regional circum- 
to expand mutual ties in all do- 
mains, Majlis Speaker Ali Akbar 
-Nateq Nouri stated here Saturday. 

In a mecting with Malaysian 
Ambassador to Tehran. Moham- 
mad Khalis Ali 
speaker noted that Iran and Ma- 
laysia have ample grounds for 
broadening their cooperatior . 

Nateq Nouri said that the com- 
ing century belongs to Asia and 
the West. opposing this reality, 
tries to hinder prosperous future 
for the continent. 


Decploring the low level of bi- 
lateral trade exchange. Nateq 
Nouri expressed hope that the two 
countries expand irade exchanges. 

He further hoped for furlher 
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Tehran Tires Service 


TEHRAN — President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani received a 
group of professors, graduates 
and students at the Information 
College. which is affiliated to 
the Information Minisiry. The 
receplion was given here yester- 
day on ihe occasion of the tenth 
anniversary of the college foun- 
dation 

Underlining the significance 
of thc Information College in 
vicw of offering special training 
to lhe Iranian information 
forces, the president said that 
science and expertise play the 
kcy role in advancing human so- 
ciclics. “Without competent and 
efficient manpower, the socicty 
will lack strong foundations and 
will be prone {o collape any mo- 
ment." he stressed. 

Hashemi Rafsanjani. also 
pointed out that the county's in- 
formation forces should possess 
a strong sense of analysis and 
decision-making and should be 
adequately familiar with the 
present political and cconomic 
issues. “Having commilmcnt 
along with knowledge and com- 


Bangladesh Calls 
For Expansion of 
Tehran-Dhaka Ties 


DHAKA — In a meeting with Ira- 
nian Ambassador to Bangladesh 
Mahmoud Bayat herc on Thurs- 
day, Bangladeshi Premier Sheikh 
Hasina called for expansion of Te- 
hran-Dhaka relations in the politi- 
cal and economic spheres. 

On the occasion of the end of 
Bayat’s tenure; the two sides un- 
derlined impicmentalion of prc- 
viously inked memoranda of un- 
derstanding, which cnvisaged 
establishment „, of slipping and 
aviation lines, oil cooperation. and 
setting up of refineries. 


The two countries have also 


signed a trilateral coopcration 
agrecmcent with ‘Turkmenistan. 
which calls for transit of Ban- 
gladeshi goods to Cenlral Asian 
republics via Iran’s ports and rail- 
way network. (IRNA 


Allameh Tabatabaei’s Work 
Translated Into Bosnian 


his credit in response to the 
Western theories of realism, ra- 
tionalism and the like. 

Another speaker at ihc gath- 
cring was Iranian Anıbassador 
10 Croata. Mohammad Javad 
Asaycsh. who said that the colo '” 
nialism had for ycars been Uy- 
inE lo sow discord among 
Muslim schools and cxploil « 
them to its own bencfit. 

He said publication of tie 
book Shia [Islam was a step ior- 
ward lowards bringing Muslims 
closer 10 cach other and lo nakc 
ihcom overcome the plols 
hatched by the colonialists. 


He callcd on Croatian Mus. 
lims lo strive Tor strengthening 
of unity and solidarity among 
lhe world Muslims. 

The book Shia Islam was 
writen in the 1970s 1o acquaint 
outsiders of the belicfs Of Mus- 
tims who adhere to lhe path of 
the Holy Prophet's Infallible 
Household in accordance with 
his famous saying that he was 
Icaving two things (ThHaqalayn) 
behind. the book of Allah and 
his own progeny. and 1hal Mus 
lims will never go astray if they 
held fast to these hyo. ENA 


ZAGREB — The book Shia Is- 
1am by the renowncd Iranian Alim 
Allamch Seycd Mohammad 
Husscin Tabatabaci, has been 
Lranslaled into the Bosnian lan- 
guage by the Croatian Istfamic 
socicly'. 

Al a gathering in Zagreb 
Mosque Thursday nighl. al- 
tended by a largc numbcr of 


Croatian Muslim rescarchers 


and thinkers as well as political 
represcnlntives from Muslim 
stales, Croatian Mufü Shcikh 
Omarbashic paid tribute to the 
lale Allameh Tabatabaci. who 
he said had broughl about a 
grcal imclleclual change in the 
Muslim word through his 
works. 

He said that the goal behind 
trınslalion of Ure book was {o 
make the islamic schools of 
thought familiar vith cach 
other's vicwpoinis. 

Allameh Tabatnbaci. who 
passed away in 1982. al the age 
of 853. is also author of lhe fa- 
mous excgesis on ihe Holy 
Qoran, ‘AI-Mizan". Hc is re- 
garded among the nıodcm day 
philosophers of the Muslim 
world and has sc\crıl books 1o 
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he OIC’s member stales are to meet tomorrow in Jakarta, 
Indonesia. The Palestinian and Bosnian issues are on the 
agenda for their meeting. 

Although the OIC has previously taken significant measures in 
dealing with the Palestinian issue, the crafty nature of the Zionist 
enfity requires that the Muslim countries treat the matter more 
seriously and seek an ultimate solution to Mideast crisis. 

Meanwhile, the recent Madeleine Albright’s appointment as the 
U.S. Secretary of State has virtually driven the final nail into the 
coffin of U.S. mediation in the Middle East. In fact, ever since she 
undertook her task as the U.S. envoy to the UN, Albright frequently 
demonstrated that she was under the influence of the Zionist 

circles, since she never hesitated to air her anti-lslam and pro- 
Zionist views whenever she was ordered to do so by her Zionist 
masters. Thus, her appointment to the new office is a dear 
indication of the U.S. biased attitude toward the Palestinian issue. 
It is quite dear now that the U.S. is siding with the Zionist regime 
regarding the Middle East conflict, Hence, the Islamic states should 
no longer trust and count on the mediation role played by 
Washington in the Middle East conflict, as it is not an impartial and 
fair peace-broker. 

The OIC members should use their oncoming gathering as a 
platform for adopting a unified stance and voicing their strong 
objection to the appointment of Albright fo a key position in the 

U.S. cabinet. Such a protest becomes even more urgent in view of 
the AlJbright’s previous anti-Palestinian and anti-Islamic attitudes 
in the capacity of the U.S. representative in the UN. 

Furthermore, the OIC’s unified stand will also express its 
members’ disapproval of the U.S. double-cross and betrayal of the 
oppressed Palestinians, who put all their eggs in the U.S. basket 
and pinned all their hopes on its mediation. 

Indeed, Washington should not expect the Muslims, particularly 
those suffering from the Mideast crisis, to trust it and cooperate 
with it anymore because the appointment of a Zionist agent to a 
key post in its administration is an affront to the whole Islamic 
world. 

The OIC member states should boycott any further cooperation 
with the U.S. and encourage the EU to assume a more active role 
in the Middle East. 


Lebanese Religious Leaders 
Decry Zionist LawlessneSss 


goverment for issuing licenscs 
to open casinos in Bcirut. 

In related news. a nıcmber of 
the Assembly of Muslim Ulema, 
Sheikh Mostafa Malz said in 
his Friday sermons that naming 
of Madcline Albrighi as ihe new 
U.S. secretary of sinle. would 
heighten Middle Eas icnsion 
and the likelihood of war. 

` Albright, a Czech by birth, 
and the U.S. ambassidor to Lhe 
United Nations. is known for 


` her strong Zionisl sentiments 


and open haired of Arabs and 
Muslims. 

In thc Ra'lbck, Easicrn Lcba- 
non. member of the Hczbollih 
Council, Shcikh Molammid 
Yazbok. in his Friday prayer 
sermon, vowed that Ihe Islamic 
resistance would conünuc ils 
slrugglce as long as an inch of 
Lcbancsce soil is under occupa- 
tion of the illegal Zionist cntily. 

(IRNA) 


BEIRUT — Head of the Board 
of Jabal Amel Ulema Shcikh 
Aff Nabulsi. in his Friday 
prayers scrmons condemned the 
Zionist policy on building more 
Zionist townships on West Bank 
of River Jordan. 


Nabulsi said that the Qods= 
occupying regime had also 
formed a special group (o infîl- 
trate the Hezbollah lerritory in a 
bid to weaken the resistance 
against the Zionist occupiers. 

He. however, added that the 
Zionist mcasures sîûod No 
chance of practical success and 
were only intended to beef up 
the sagging spirit of the Zionist 
armymen. 

Mecanwhile. leader of the Is- 
lamie, Towhidg Movement 
Sheikh Saced Sha'ban in his Fri- 
day prayers sermons al Al-Amin 
Mosquc of Tripoli city, North 
Lcbanon. blasted ihe Lebanese 
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PTI Minister Inaugurates 
Mideast ا‎ Data Nork 


cess to 30,000 data cenlers such as 
Lexis-Nexis, Questel, Orbit, Dia- 
log. Compuserve, and Ties- 
Minitel which belong to 
Sitec-ITU, through 7 foreign 
gates. 

The speed of the data ex- 
changes within the network stands 
at 2 mbps and the subscribers ac- 
cess to the data centers is through 
direct contact with a speed of up to 
64 kbs, and dial up with a speed of 
up to 19.2 kbs. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Middle East 
largest data network became op- 
erational here Saturday in the 
presence of the Minister of Post, 
Telegraph and Telephone (PTT), 
Mohammad Gharazi. 

The data network will provide 
the subscribers with an access to 
the latest domestic and interna- 
tional information. 

Through Iran Pac (national data 
system) subscribers can have ac- 


Japan, U.S. Fail to Agree on 
Insurance Dispute 


two days of negotiations which 
had been seen as the last chance 
for settlement. 

Kyodo news quoted Bar- 
shefsky as telling reporters: "We 
will have our representative negO- 
tiators continue talks over the next 
several days." 

Mitsuzuka and Barshefsky 
were aiming for a breakthrough by 
early Saturday aftemoon, ahead of 
Barshefsky’s departure for Singa- 
pore and the inaugural ministerial 
meeting of the World Trade Or- 
ganization (WTO), which starts 
Monday. 1 


Mitsuzuka said there was a pos- 
sibility that Barshefsky could re- 
tum from the WTO mesting to 
hold another round of talks with 
him in Tokyo on December 14 and 
15. 


The two sides have set a De- 
cember 15 deadline to settle the 
dispute. which has simmered due 
to Washington’s insistence that 
Japan's insurance deregulation of- 
fers are insufficient and out of step 
with a 1994 bilateral accord. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Japan and the United 
States Saturday failed to resolve a 
dispute over insurance 
deregulation but will continue 
negotiations before a December 
15 deadline, govemment officials 
said in Tokyo. 

Japanese Finance Minister Hi- 
roshi Mitsuzuka and acing U.S. 
trade representative Charlene Bar- 
shcfsky began a second round of 
talks at about 11:00 A.M. (0200 
GMT) after meeting for 90 min- 
utes the previous evening, AFP re- 
ported. 

They reached no agreement on 
access to the Japanese insurance 
market but agreed to continue 
talks. the officials said. 

U.S. negotiator Ira Shapiro, 
who met Japan’s Eisuke 
Sakakibara. head of the Finance 
Ministry’s International Finance 
Bureau, told reporters that work- 
ing-level negotiations would con- 
tinue in Tokyo. 

Shapiro will stay in Tokyo to 
continue talks, he said, after the 


Photoı Abbas Kowaarl 
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Lorestan Exports 
1,314 Tons Goods 


Tekrar Times Sevicve 


TEHRAN - Some 1.374 tons of 
various kinds of nonoil products 
worth $2.462 million were 
exported from Lorestan province 
during the first half of the current 
Iranian Year (March 
20-September 21. 1996), it was 
announced Saturday. 
Ghlolamseza Daraei, head of 
the provincial customs office, 
added that textile, dried fruits. gar- 
lic. apple, noodles, tile. and pick- 
led hide were major ilcms 
cxported to Italy, Senegal. Saudi 
Arabia, Kuıw'ail Turkcy and Cen 
tral Asian states, IRNA repörled. 


” Kharazi Kddresses Energy Conference 


oil and gas of the Central Asian 
and Caucasus nations is Iran. 

On positive results of the U.S. 
conlainment policy in the Islamic 
Republic. he stresscd that to the 
surprise of many. this poclicy was 
conducive to some positive re- 


sults. 

One of the main goals of the 
policy was to deprive Iran from 
export of oil and lo reduce the 
country’s revenue, Kharazi 
stressed. adding this vicious 
dream was not materialized, 

He corcluded by saying that 
what should be underlined is the 
fact that the containment policy is 
a failed policy and extremely un- 
healthy for the cconomic develop- 
ment and security of the region. 


Greenspan Wants to Deflate, 
Not Burst Stock Bubble 


market balloon," said David 
Jones, Vice Chairman of Broker- 
age Aubrey G. Lanston and Co. 
"n no way did I sense that he was 
threatening to tighten, though he 
clearly was jawboning.” 

His timing, in some sense, 
could not have been better. Blue- 
chip stocks, which have jumped 
about 25 percent this year, had 
shown signs of nınning out of 
steam this week as investors 
cashed in some profits. 


India, Italy Sign 
Agreemeni on ` 
Joint Venture 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - India and Italy have 
reached an agreement for the 
setting up of joint ventures in each 
other's countries, signed by 
India's Minister of State for 
Commerce B.B. Ramiah and the 
visiting Italian Foreign Trade 
Minister, A.Fantozzi. 

The agreement was signed at 
the end of the two-day joint ses- 
sion of the Indo-Italian Committee 
for Economic Cooperation, IRNA 
reported. 

The two countries underlined 
textiles, garments, food process- 
ing, chemicals and pharamceuti- 
cals, ceramics, tiles, leather, 
automobiles and transportation, 
gem and jewellery as the main ar- 
eas for bilateral cooperation. 

Italy offered to train Indians in 
leather manufacturing, fashion 
garments and travelling goods. 


S.Korea’s Second Largest Labor 
Union Plans Strike 


articles that open the wav to 
worker layoffs and the introduc- 
tion of flexible working hours that 
would hit seasonal workers and 
overstaffed industries. 

The reform plan is expected to 
be put to parliament and passed 
before it goes into recess on De- 
çember 19. 

The threat of industrial action 
was a key factor contributing to a 
steady fall in the South Korean 
Stock Market last week to its low- 
est level in more than three years, 

"The spectre of violent labor 
strife seems to be reviving. It's 
scaring investors away from the 
market." said Choo Hee-Yup, a 
broker at Dongwon Securities last 
week. 

Brokers said the banking in- 
dustry, long regarded as overstaf- 
fed. may be the most vulnerable to 
labor unrest in the near term be- 
cause under the reforms compa- 
nies can lay off workers for 
economic reasons. 


Plans a one-hour strike on Decem- 
ber 16 and a longer work stoppage 
on December 19. 

Tfthe two groups decide to syn- 
chronise their strikes, the action 
was likely to bring South Korean 
business to a stop on whatever 
days were finally chosen over the 
next two weeks. 

The smaller confederation rep- 
resenls major workplaces, includ- 

ing Hyundai Motor Co, the 
county’'s largest carmaker, Kia 
Motors Corp, Hyundai Heavy In- 
dustries Co and Daewoo Heavy 
Industries Co. 

The 1arger federation Tepre- 
sents workers at most other major 
businesses. 

Since the labor reform plans, 
the first in 43 years, were an- 
nounced on Tuesday, unions have 
complained the emphasis is on 
helping business and making it 
more competitive, not protecting 
workers’ rights. 

Unions object in particular to 


Tekran Times Service 
TEHRAN - South Korea’s second 
largest union group, joining the 
country’s biggest labour group. 
decided on Saturday to hold two 
strikes over the next 10 days to 
protest government plans to revise 
decades-old labor laws. 

Ar official of the Korean Con- 
federation of Trade Unions. said 
workers would go on a partial 
strike on December 13 and a full 
strike three days later, a Reuter 
dispatch reported from Seoul. 

"We bave decided on a partial 
strike on December 13 for four 
hours unless the government with- 
draws the labor reform plan," the 
official told reporters. "Then we’ li 
have an all-out strike on Decem- 
ber 16." 

The official said hiş group was 
also considering coordinating in- 
dustrial action with the Federation 
of Korean Trade Unions, the na- 
tion's largest union organisation, 
which has already announced it 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Federal Reserve 
Chairman Alan Greenspan could 
not have had more of an impact on 
the world’s skittish financial 
markets if be had raised interest 


rates. 

By hinting that buoyant U.S. 
stock prices may be overheated, 
Greenspan triggered a woridwide 
rush to sell stocks, bonds and the 
dollar on fears that the high-flying 
markets were headed for a crash, 
Reuters reported. 

But analysts said the central 
bank chief — arguably the most 
powerful financial official in the 
world ——~ was not out to bust the 
stock-price bubble, just deflate it a 
bit. Greenspan was unlikely .to 

“Greenspan wanted to take 
some of the air out of the stock 


` China’s Top WTO Troubleshooter Warns 


aly believe in transparency. Viv- 
idly, our’ military expenditure is 
far less than our neighbors," the 
Iranian envoy reported. 

“We have worked hard to ex- 
Pand our bilateral relations with 
all of the Perisan Gulf litloral 
states especially during the last 
seven years anl we oppose any 
interference in the domestic af- 
fairs ofthe others and our relations 
are based on mutual respect. We 
have tqld our southern neighbors 
that Iran is ready to sign a non-ag- 
gression pact with all of them," he 
stated. 

The U.S. containment policy, i5 
a hegemonic desire to deprive Irar 
from its natural regioral role and 
to apply an old-fashion concept 
which belonged to the Cold War 
era to a completly new environ- 
ment, he said, adding this policy 
intentionally ignores the very 
Positive aspects of the foreign pol- 
icy of Iran and distorts the reali- 
ties. 

Regionally, Kharazi noted, this 
policy has turned the Persian Gulf 
info a garrison and has depleted 
the coffers of Iran’s neigbbors. 
The financial capacity which 
could be utilized for the develop- 
ment of the region is fonnelled to 
the military-industrial complex. 

Commenting on sale of some 
billion dollars of arms to the Per- 
sian Gulf littoral states, Kharazi 
said that its devastating regioual 
implications are rot exclusive to 
the Persian Gulf, the containment 
policy is postponing the economic 

develojmenî of Central Asia and 
the Caucasus in that it disregards 
the pivotal role of Iran in the eco- 
nomic development of the region 
and ignores this basic fact that the 
mostefficient and useful route for 


Commenting on Iran’s huge 


Tekyan Tirnes Service 
TEHRAN - Iran’s Ambassador 


that lan is the bridge between the 
Caspian Sea and the Persian Gulf 
as well as east of Mediterranean 
Sea and the Indian subcontinent. 
Adûressing the "Dresdner Kle- 
inwort Benson". Energy Corifefr- 
ence, he added that iran naturally 
is a part of or partner n any politi 
development in regions such as 
Central Asia, Caucasus, southern 


` < Russia, East of ihe Arab world, the 
ij Persian Gulf and Southeast Asia, 


IRNA reported. 


natural resources and ii5 polilical 
stability, he noted that the Islamic 


. Repüublic has made great efforts in 


the mediation between Arihenia 

and Azerbaijan, the Tajik crisis 
and conflicting Afghan groups. 

Kharazi further underlined that 

a sense of denial, a tone of rejec- 

tion and a plan to contain Iran, is a 

lenge and detrimental to peace 


(1 .and security of the region. 


On the motives behind the U.S. 
containment! and sanctions, he 
stressed that there exists a military 
industy which has lost iis lıcra- 
tive business after thé end of the 
Cold War and attempts to create a 


new cold war environment if not 


at an international scale, at least ar 
a regional level. 
¥ Referring to Iran’s economic 
dependence on the free flow of oil 
from the Persian Gulf, he said that 
this can only be guaranteed when 
the Persian Gulf is secure. 

"In areas related to military af- 
fairs, we have signed all interna- 


tional agreements on disarmament - 


and non-proliferation ad we re- 


on Market Access Issue 


cannot be expected to open more 
sensitive sectors and leave them 
vulnerable to foreign domination. 

According to Barshefsky, U.S. 
President Bill Clinton hammered 
home the importance of improved 
market access during his meeting 
with Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin on the sidelines of last 
month’s Asia-Pacific Economic 
Cooperation (APEC) forum in 
Manila. 

"I think they (the Chinese) re- 
ally do understand now, after hear- 
ing the president, that it won’t be 
a political accession," she said. 


However, even if the EU can 
sell the idea to the United States, 
tough negotiations lie ahead as to 


what obligations would be in- . 


cluded in-the down payment. 

Following Sino-U.S. talks on 
the WTO in October, acting U.S. 
trade representative Charlene Bar- 
shefsky made it clear Washington 
required further movement by 
Beijing on the key question of 
market access. 

The United States insists that 
protectionist Chinese trade poli- 
cies are incompatible with WTO 
regulations, while China argues it 


Insurance Law Boosts Omani 
Bunk Deposiis 


first deposit insurance mechanism 
in the Persian Gulf following the 
collapse of the Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BCCI). 

Several banks in Oman and 
other countries were hurt by the 
1991 closure of the UAE-control- 
led BCCI as they had deposits 
with iL 

The UAE Central Bank said 
last year it was studying creation 
of a deposit insurance fund as part 
of banking reforms that also in- 
cluded stricter supervision of 
banks and curbs on their credits, 


Sengour said Omani banks had 
coniributed five million Omani ri~ 
yals (13 million dollars) to the in- 
surance fund while an equivalent 
sum had been subscribed by the 
central bank. A comınittee group- 
ing representatives from the cen- 
tal bank and those banks has been 
formed 10 oversee the fund, he 
added. 


Tehran Times Services 
TEHRAN - The introduction of a 
unique system to ensure deposits 
imn Oman bas boosted confidence 
in the banking sector and its 
credits and deposits, the country’s 
top banker said on Saturday. 

Hamud ibn Sengour, Chairman 
of the Omani Central Bank, said 
all commercial banks in the Per- 
sian Gulf Arab country had con- 
tributed to the deposit insurance 
fund, which was approved by the 
govemment in March 1995, an 
AFP dispatch reported. 

"There is no doubt that all the 
commercial banks operating in the 
country have benefited from such 
a project," Seagour told the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) economic 
weekly Emirates Today . 

"It has boosted public confi- 
dence in the banking system. This 
led to an increase in deposits and 
Joans provided by the banks." 

Oman decided to introduce the 


Tekrna Times Service 


TEHRAN - China’s bid to enter 
the World Trade Organisation 
(WTO) is gathering steam, but 
market access remains a crucial 
stumbling block, the country’s 
chief WTO negotiator Long 
i was quoted as saying 


Long’s relatively upbeat as- 
sessment of China’s chances of fi- 
mext year came ahead of the 
WTO’s inaugural ministerial 
meeting which kicks off in Singa- 
pore on Monday, AFP reported. 

"A momentım is there ... but 
there are still a fot of issues to be 
addressed, market access being a 
crucial one," the China Daily 
quoted Long as saving. 

Stressing that the opening of 


` china's markets could only be a 


"gradual process," Long sai some 
WTO members were coming 
round to Beijing’s position amd 


` ` considering a post-entry transition 


period for China to meet certain 
WTO requirements. 

Long appeared to be referring 
to a European Union (EU) pro- 


” posal that would grant China 


WTO membership or the basis of 
a "down-payment" of WTO obli- 
gations undertaken by Beijing. 
JF A further list of obligations 
would be taken on board by the 
Chinese government over a transi- 
onary period. 

Beijing had previously given a 
!ukewarm welcome to the pro- 


` ‘gosal because of .concems of an 
` ınofficial U,S. veto, but EU Com- 


mission Vice President Sir Leon 
3rittan announced last month that 
he Chinese authorities had come, 
ul in favor of the plan. 
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One weekend a bird built a nest in Mrs. Rose's Mailbox. 
On Monday, tlıe mailman, Mr. Laıke, put a letter in the mailbox. 
‘The bird pecked Mr. Luke's inger. 
` Mr: Luke was very upset. 

He went to see Mrs. Rose. 

He said, "There"s a bird in your mailbox. 
` H( pecked my finger." 

Mrs. Rose fixed Mr. Luke's finger. 

Then they went to look at the bird. 

"Well, well,” said Mrs. Rose, 

"I must have left the door open.” 

"That was careless,” said Mr. Luke. 

"You won’t get any nıail until that bird is gone." 

Mr. Luke drove away in his truck. 

Mrs. Rose went into the house. 

She didn’t want to make the bird leave. 

But she wanted her mail. 

So Mrs. Rose put a note onı a bag. 

It said: 

Mailbox is still a birdhouse. Please put letters in bag. 

Mrs. Rose put ıe bag on the mailbox. 

The next morning Mrs. Roae gavé the bird some bread. 

Then sbe looked at ihe bag. 

There was a note from Mr. Luke. 

It said: 

Bag might get wet. Letters might get wet too. 
Be smart! Get rid of the bird! 


Mrs. Rose was very sad. 

Now she had to make another mailbox. 
Later Mrs. Rose put a pot on the mailbox. 
She puta uote outside the pot. 

It said: 


Did you ever have to sleep with your 
little brother who kicks and then . . . 
dream you had a pony in bed with you? 


` My a sO furry Tve not seen 
His face for years and years: 
His eyes are buried out of sight, 
I only guess his ears. 


Mailbox is still a birdhouse. 
Please put letters in pot. 
The next morning Mrs. Rose gave the bird some bugs. 
Then she looked in the pot. 
She saw a note from Mr. Luke. 
Ht said: 


When people ask me for his breed, 
‘Ido not know or care: . 

He has the beauty of therm alt 
Hidden beneath his: hair: 


J = when seen in the sun- color is reflected by the object „ is 
light but they appear red in the red tbe color of that object. The 
Lighî and blue in bive light . Do you lecular structure of milk and curd! 
w tie reason behind this? Je such al they do oto 
We know that the sunlight isa of the colors of the sunlight b 
mixture of seven colors. These are reflect all of them. Thus thes 
: violet, indigo, blue, green yel- substances appear white. Wh 
low, orange and red. The colors of milk and curd are viewed in 


` Pot might fall off mailbox. 
Letters would blow away. Be smart! Get rid of the bird! 
Mrs. Rose dil not know what to do. 
She said, “My new birdhouse is emıpty, and my mailbox has a bird 
in iL 
I wish the bird lived in ihe birdhouse.” 
Then Mrs. Rose had an idea. 
` She took the new birdhouse off a tree in the yard. 
She hung it on the fence next to the mailbox. 
Then she put a note onı it. 
It said: 


cii ik Û i j anî 
ر‎ the 27th centtry BC for 


Mailbox is still a birdhouse. 
Birdhouse is now a mailbcx. Please put letters in here. 
The next morning Mrs. Rose gave the bird some worn. 
Then she looked in ilıe birdlıouse. 

There were tlırce lellers and a note. 
The note said: 
Birdhouse is high and dry. 
If mailbox can be birdhouse, 
chen birdhouse can be mailbox. That's smart! 


Good luck to you aud the bird! 
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AL-AIN, Unîted Arab Emirates (Dec. 6): Chinese formard Hao Haidong (C) tries to pass with the ball 
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between Uzbekistan defenders Davletov Fevzî (R) and Denisov Gennadiy (L) during their Asîan Cup 
football match at Al-Ain stadium. Uzbekistan beat China 1-0. 


(AFP PHOTO) 


Uzbekistan Rock China With Two Late Strikes 


Teams: 

China: Ou Chuliang. Wci 
Qun. Xu Hong. Fan Zhiyi. Hao 
Haidong. Ma Mingyu {Gao 
Feng 46), Li Bing. Peng 
Weciguo, Sun Jihai (Su Maozhen 
82). Li Ming. Liu Yuc 


Uzbekistan: Bugalo Pavel. 
Davletov Fevzi. Magamclov 
Farkhad.  Momolov Eduard 
(Sharipov Ilkhom 77). Atayan 
Stepan. Lebedev Sergey (Shir 


shov Nikolay 62). Bazirov 
Ravshan (Semyonov Aleksey 
77). Igor Shkvyrin. Olcg Shat- 
skiku. Denisov Genndiy. 
Khasanoyv Numon 1Rouler) 


Ministr" of loads and 
Transportation 


The maximûum possible .. 
speed of the vehicles will be 
120 kilometers per hour at 
straight paths, 100 kilome- 
ters per hour or hilly parts 
and 80 kilometers per hour 
at mountainous areas. The 
average travelling time for 
passenger cars from Tehran 
to each of the ends of the 
freeway in the north is esti- 
mated to be an hour and 
thirty two minutes. 

Due to the ultimate im- 


portance of this huge na- 
tional project, twenty four 
different contractors will 
work on the different parts 
of the freeway simultane- 
ously to get it completed in 
the minimum possible time. 
Tehran - North of Inn 
Freemay’ longuralion 


Ceremony’ Heaclqutarlers 


later. but lost possession 1o Qun 
inside {he area. 

Shatskiku put the game out 
of China’s rcach in injurn' time. 
running across their dcfensc and 
finishing with a Icfı foot shot 
from just oulsidc thc irca. 


China came closc to scoring 
in the 40th nmıinute,. but Peng 
Weiguo’s free kick from 20 me- 
ters out went widc of the righ 
post. 

Uzbekistan also came close 
to chalking up a goal just before 


lhe half time whisle. but 
China's defensc cleared the ball 
aller a goalmoufh scramble. 


= 


path and meanwhile connect 
the Shahrestanak region and 
Marzanabad Town to their 
neighboring towns and cit- 
ies. 


Forty twin tunnels, whose 
length are between 100 to 
2,490 meters, and altogether 
27 kilometers long at each 
side of the Alborz mountain 
connect the open parts of the 


U Fei 


there will also be 10 long 
bridges over deep valleys, 
with a total length of 1,650 
meters and six overpasses at 
the intersections of the free- 
way with other paths. The 
maximum altitude of {he 
freeway will be 2.490 me- 
ters from the open sea level 
and its minimum 50 meters. 


rous Society 


AL-AIN. Unilecd Arab Emirates 
Newcomers Uzbckistan 
scored two latc goals 1o cam a 
surprise 2-0 (0-0 half time} win 
over China in lhcir opening 
Group C match in lhe Asian 
Cup on Friday. 


Igor Shkvyrin scored in the 
78th minute and Olcg Shatskiku 
in the 90th to gihe the former 
Sovict republic victory. 

Pouncing on a misdirected 
header by Chinesc dcfender Wei 
Qun. Shkvyrin found the ncl. 
lobbing the ball over advancing 
keeper Ou Chuliang. 

Shkvyrin looked on course to 
score a second thrce minutes 


spe 
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ley up to Gachsar and Kan- 
dowan region, where a few 
tunnels, totally 4,850 meters 
long connect its southern 
Alborz Mountain parts to its 
northern Alborz region. 
From there on the freeway 
will pass through the 
Chalous River Valley and 
extends all the way to 
Chalous City’s East-West 
Ringway and then divide 
into two eastern and western 
paths, one connecting 
Chalous to Tonekabon and 
the other to Nowshahr. 


The freeway will provide 
access tO many beautiful 
natural resources along its 


grits FREI FF HEN itesiors 
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tid ere parîs of the jhe 


And il was on an ace which the 
Iuicce Wimbledon finalist «on the 
first set on the second of his three 
set points. 

Woodforde. a holdcr of 12 
Grand Slam Doublcs ıitles and 
who rciched his career best rank- 
ing of 19 this year. broke Ivmuı- 
isevic to lead 4-3 in he second 
sel 

But te 1996 olympic doubles 
champion touwever imutrcdintcly 
had his service broker in tlre nexi 
game when hc hil a sliced back- 


(Contd on Pg. 15} 


Ivanisevie Breûks 1,500-Ace Barrier 


jist 66 minutes while brcaking his 
own record sei iwo Years ago of 
about 1.200 aces in a scason. He 
has now served 1.511 so far this 
year {not including Davis Cup 
matches). 

The Croalan had hit 1.495 
aces before he had gonc ort court 
in this battle of two Iefthanders. 
but a further 16 aces helped in on 
his way to swecping aside Wood- 
forde. who bea American Andre 
Agassi in the previous round. 


6): Security forces search through rows of seats at the Parc des Princes stadium 


MUNICH. Germany — Croatia's 
Goran Ivanisevic beat Australia’s 
Mark Woodforde 64, 6-4 on Fri- 
day 1o reach the semi-finals of the 
Grand Slam Cup and pass the 
milestone of 1,500 aces in 1996. 
And ivanisevic will face Rus- 
sia's Yevgeny Kafelnikov, who 
beat American Jim Courier 2-6, 6- 
4, 8-6 in Friday’s last quarter-final 
of this six-million-dollar event. 
Ivanisevic eamed his win over 
Australia’s Mark Woodforde in 


Ri 


France {Dec. 


PARIS, 


prior to the French Premier championship match Paris-Saînt Germain vs Nancy in Paris. Three days 


` after the bomb blast at a commuter train station in the capital, Paris Saint-Germain, leader of the soc- 


(AFP PHOTO) 


cer championship lost to the eastern team of Nancy 2-1. 


e 2F hlfeieiers 


river banks region of the 
Can River in Tehran suburbs 
at the end of the Tehran 
Ringway, where it intersects 
with the North of Abbas- 
abad Highway. Then it will 
pass through the Can River 
Valley and after passing the 
whereabouts of the 
Souleqan Village it wil 
reach the Towchal Mountain 
Range. There, it will pass 
these heights through a long 
tunnel and extend on the 
northern mountain skirts of 
Alborz all the way to 
Do’aab region of Shahre- 
stanac town. 

This path extends partly 
through the Karaj River Val- 


Foriy double tunnels with iS 


fs $8530 nteters will costs 


سے 


Iran Must Become a Comprehensive Model of an Advanced, 
. Well Developed, Pro 


part in the executive com- 
missioning of the project. 
The Tehran - North of 
Iran Freeway is meant to 
connect the central parts of 
the country and the Tehran 
Province to the southern 
coasts region of the Caspian 
Sea. It is designed in a way 
to meet the tourism, eco- 
nomic and transit demands 
of the country. The freeway 


it 


with its separated four lanes, 
two on each side, will be 
able to offer an additional 
lane or each side at the 
heavy traffic occasions and 
its maximum width will be 
26.70 meters. 

The. 121 kilometer long 
highway will begin from the 


Janbazan Foundation . 


SDSS ET TS RET TPIS YF KOREN e 

The Passenger cars will be bie t0 tove df HURXHHEHÎ 
af 120 kilometers per horer at the straight pats, 
kilameters per Hour a? hilly paris antl 80 kifometers per 


ss Greas Cf lee JFENEY, 


sion of Mipistry of Roads 


LEADER: 


1 


® 
Mostaxzsafan and 


TEHRAN — On the auspi- 
cious occasion of Eid 27l 
Mab 'ath (Ceremony for Ap- 
pointment of Hazrat Mo- 
hammad `S’ as Prophet of 
Allah), the standard bearer 
of construction, President 
Akbar Hashemi Rafsnjani 
will break the ground for 
construction of the huge 
scale Tehran - North of Iran 
Freeway project. 


The freeway will be one 
of the major national pro- 


de dic 


hour on the mounlci 


jects in the field of transpor- 
tations and its pilot, study 
has been completely done 
by the Iranian consultant en- 
gineers under the supervi- 


and Transportation, while 
the Mostazafan and Jan- 
bazan Foundation will take 


. 
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ploited,” he said. 
: OIC Secretary General Hamid 


pines after a peace accord was 


signed the same month. 

Alatas said delegates would try 
to combat the image of Islam as be- 
ing “synonymous with violence, 
terrorism and... what the West 


likes to call fundamentalism. 
am 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 


BELGRADE... 
fact that officials in these organi” 
zation dîd all they could to trans- 
form their. defeat into a VICOTY ..- 
and that Milosevic had nothing tO 


international pressure to back 
down. and Washington Friday 
stepped up its efforts to persuade 
the authorities to respect the elec- 
tion results. 

In a letter, U.S. Presidem Bil 
Clînton annoumced he had decided 
to extend for a year a freeze on the 


fmancial assets on U.S. soil of the . 


governments of. Serbia, Montene- 
gro and the Bosnian Serb entity. 

And-a strong statement from 
the State Department urged 
Milosevic to reverse the decision 
to partially caice! the results of 
the polls. 

At the rally, for the second day 
rmning, demonstrators brandished 
an cffigy of Milosevic in prison 
gatb bearing the _ mmber 
17111996 — referring to the date 


ofthe elections. . 


Friday’s rally came despite the 
govémment’”s apparent attempt to 
defuse the crisis by. allowing back 
on the air two independent radio 


` stations it had ordered shut down 


earlier in the wek. 
(AFF) 


Contd Rom Fe 0) 
CODE... 
Deposing Microsoft. 
Unsurprisingly, Microsoft is the 
biggest player in C++ development 


for the PC. It wrote the operating 
systems and develope the SDKs, 


4.1, is a reflex one. Sach a choice 
isn’t wholly irrational —~- Visual 


balanced market it wouldn't enjoy 
the dominance driven by 
Microsoft’s marketing mi 

Watcom C/C++ 10.6 gave 
Symantec C++ 7.2 its best 


competition, with slightly better. . 


produçtion of code. 
However, the difference wasn't 
Overwhelming, and PC Magazine's 
Editors” Choice is Symantec C+ 
72 IFs easier to use and 
much more quickly than Watcom’'s 
offering. Is almost HOt 
the compiler that yûu're using 
today, birt we were impressed by its 
speed, its user interface and its 
development ivols, these being the 
only ings that actually affect you 
as a developer. 


(Conerteny PC Magavina) 


ي 


“showed the deep intemational 
concer at the illegal policies be- 
ing pursued by Israel based on oc- 
cupation, repression and 
terrorism.” 

Peace talks between Israel and 
Syria have been on ice since Feb- 
mary, but Netanyahu has infuri- 
ated the Syrians since taking 
office in June by insisting Israel 
will never give up the Golan. 
seized by Israel in 1967, and by 
announcing the expansion of Is- 
raeli setllements on the plateau. 

Tension between the neighbors 
has been intense in recent months, 
with both sides raising the possi- 
bility of war. 

The Jerusalem Post newspaper 
reported Friday that the Israeli 
Army has stockpiled nearly $300 
million of arms and ammurition 
in preparation for a possibile war 
with Syria. 
` (Contd from Pg. 1) 


TALEBAN... 

` The radio quoted the Talebanas 
saying that the plane had also been 
carrying a mımber of Iranians. 


“UN efforts to have the plane - 


fly again have so far been ıosuc- 
cessful and there has been no infor- 
mation about the passengers” 
fate,” it said in a Pashto language 
broadcast. 

(Reute) 


(Contd from Pg. D) 


TJO’S... 
ties of importer and exporter coun- 
tries. 

The organization erjoys mem- 
bers in two levels, importer and ex- 
porter country members, Rabbani 
said adding that for several years 
the organization has requested Iran 
to join UO. 

Rabbani stays in Iran to outline . 
the organization's policies to Ira- 
nian officials. Iran is importing 


about 60,000 tops of jute annually 


and JO believes that Iran's mem- 
bership in not only to the benefit of 
Iranian consumers but also to the 
benefit of the organization itself. 
He also added that in the current 
world situation, though synthetic 
fibers are more attractive, in long 
time jute proves to be more profit- 


. able. Jute needs support to find its 


real place among other simîlar 
products. 


Rabbani who arrived here on 
Friday is due to visit some Iranian 
officials in the Chamber of Com- 
merce. 


(Contd from Pg. 1) 


MIDDLE EAST... 
other states to relegate Middle East 
peace to secondary status. 

“If you go for a second track 
program like economic develop- 
ment the danger is that the Arab 
world may feel that support for the 
Palestine cause will dirminish,” 
Sudarsono said. 

“It will be very hard for fhe 
other states so long as the intracta- 
bility of Israel is very much in the 
minds of (Arab) leaders,” he said. 

Defending the accent on eco- 
nomic issues, Alatas said: “We 
hope that this (new focus) reflects 
the views of the greater part of the 
membership that the OIC shonld 
aow spend more time on econom- 
ics.” 

The OIC has “enormous poten- 
tions, such as the ISiamic 
Development Bank, to pursue an 
economic and trade agenda, Alatas 
said. 8 
` “Unfortunately the institu- 
tions... have not been fully ex- 


per Al Hayat whether there was a 
likelîhood of war, Arafat replied: 


“There is a concentration of 
(tsraeli) troops on the Sy rian front 
estimated at three divisions with 
another division on the Lebanese 
front, another in Gaza and one 
more division besieging our towns 
on the West Bank. 

“A new concentralion of (IS- 
raelî) troops has also bcen sighted 
in the south on the Egyptian 
fronî,” ke said “These military 
movements are not a laughing 
matter and 1 have informed Arab 
leaders” of the situation, the presi 
dent of the Palestinian Authority 
said. “This a dangerous concentra- 
tion of troops.” 

Arafat blamed the right-wing 
government of Israeli Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu for the 
rising tensions and said his 
hardline policies were to blame for 
the deadlock in the Middle East 


not only on the Palestinian front 
but also on the other (Syrian and 
Lebanese) fronts.” 

The Palestinian leader said he 
remained convinced, however, 
that Israeli-Palestinian negotia- 
tions would lead to the “estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state with 
Jerusalem as its capital.” 

Arafat added that he already 
feels like a head of state and noted 
that “Ihe number of countries who 
recognize him as president of the 
state of Palestine is greater than the 
muraber of countries which recog- 
nize Israel.” 


Arafat described relations be- 


tween the Palestinian Authority 
and Jordan as ““ ” and said ties 
with Syria were “normal.” He said 
he was in “constant contact” with 
Syrian President Hafez al-Assad. 
The Palestinian leader was ex- 
pected in ! Egypt later Saturday for 


on 


what it calted the “racist, aggres- 
sive and anti-Arab policies” of Is- 


lowing an extremist, racist policy 
which is notable for its hostility 
towards the Arabs and towards 
peace,’” said the government daily 
Ath Thawra. 

“If Netanyahu contimes to 
defy the international community 
in this way, the region could ex- 
plode and this man who comes 
from another world will be held 
pe the paper added 

Since Netanyahu came to 
power six months ago, it has be- 
come clcar to Syria that Netan- 
yabu is not a man of peace and 
that he wants {o put an end to what 


the 1991 Madrid Conference, said 
the paper. 

The paper referred to UN Gen- 
eral Assembly resolutions of 
W declaring the Israeli 
Parliament's 1981 decision to an- 


` pex the Syrian Golan Heights 


“null and void” and the Zionist 
slale’s jurisdiction over Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas “illegal.” 

“These resolutions are a clear 
intemational declaration that con- 
firms the righîs of Arabs. and 
which show that Israel is commit- 
ted to aggression, occupation and 
expansion,” said Ath Thawra. 

Another official newspaper, 


Tishrin, said the UN resolulions 


n: 
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tarian, Monireh Nobakht, outlin- 
ing the objectives of the meeting 
said that the meeting aims to ap- 
prove appropriate laws and regula- 
tions required for the Organization 
of the Muslim Women Parliamen- 


tarians. 
According to the organization’s 
article of association all the Is- 
lamic countries can be a member 
of the organization. 
The meeting will rın through 
December 9. 


by the Vice-Chairman of the Ma- 
jlis' Foreign Policy Committee, 


jani expressed hope that the Or- 
ganization of Muslim Women 
Parliamentarians would be a pow- 
erful arm for the Inter-Parliamen- 
tary Union of the Islamic 
countries. 

The Iranian woman parliamen- 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — The first Council 
Meeting of the Organization of 
Muslim Women Parliamentarians 


ing, parliamentary delegations 
from Syrian, Iraq, Jordan, Pales- 
tine, Azerbaijan, Uganda, Sudan 
and the Islamic Republic of Iran 
will explore avenues for estab- 
lishment of the organization of 


Bahrain Stages Unprecedented 
Boycott of PGCC Summit 


boycott. adding that Bahrain 
would remain faithful to PGCC 
principles and goals. 

. “Our decision is not directed 
against the PGCC and does not 
seek to torpedo its work, ’” it said in 
a statcment. 

Bilırain mainly objects to 
Qatar's decision to take the island 
dispute to the International Court 
of Jusuicc (ICJ) at the Hague, even 
though Bahrain believes the 
problem slıould be resolved within 
{he PGCC., the ministry added. 

Manama accuses Qatar of 
profiling from the 1990 PGCC 
summit in Doha to force Bahrain to 
accept a resolution cailing for the 
dispute over the Hawar islands 
area to bc taken to tbe ICJ. 

AFP 


{Contd from Pg. 1) 


cultural and scıentıfic areas. 

The first council meeting of the 
organization of Muslim women 
parliamentarians opened here yes- 
terday with the participation of 
Iranian parliamentarians and rep- 
rescntalives from several Islamic 
couniries such as Syria. [raq, Pal- 
estine. Azerbaijan. Uganda and 
Sudan. 


(Contd from Pz. 1) 


SAUDI... 


Asked about Arab fears that Al- 
bright may prove to be overly pIo- 
Israeli, Mussa said: “We don't fear 
the policies of Mrs. Albright but 
rather the consequences of the 
policies of (israeli) Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.” 

The policies of the right-wing 
Nelanyahu risk causing “a new de- 
terioration in the situation inthe re- 
gion,” the Egyptian diplomat said. 

Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat warned in an if- 
terview published on Saturday 
that there is s strong possibility 


JHA — Bahrain, embroiled inı 
a territorial dispute with Qatar, 
staged an unprecedented boycott 
of the annual summit of Persian 
Gulf Arab states which opened in 
the Qatari capital Saturday. 


Qatar’s Emir Sheikh Hamad 
ibn Khalifa al-Thani opened the 
Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 
(PGCC) summit saying be felt 
“strong regrets about Bahrain’s 
absence,” which occurred despite 
a last-ditch Saudi mediation effort. 


The Foreign Ministry said here 
it had rejected Persian Gulf efforts 
to persuade it to attend the Persian 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(PGCC) summit opening later 
Saturday because Doha has failed 
to change its stand on the disputed 
Hawar islands. 

But the ministry said it wished 
the summit success despite the 


Arafat Holds 
Talks With 
Mubarak 


CAIRO — Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat held talks here 
Saturday with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on the stalled 
Middle East peace process, offi- 
cials said. 

The meeting took place at 
Mubarak’s private residence in 
Cairo under a media blackout and 
Arafat madle no public comment, 


Arafat was due to discuss with 
Mubarak “the results of two meet- 
ings on Monday and Tuesday in 
Lisbon between the Egyptian for- 


. eign minister and Israeli Prime 


Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,” 
he said. AFP 


Cuba Presses U.S. on 
Repatriating Hijackers 


Cuba has been frustrated by the 
U.S. refusal to extradite hijackers, 
which it fears could encourage 
more such action. 

John Hamilton, the U.S. under- 
secretary of state for central] Amer- 
ica and the Caribbean who led the 
U.Ş. şide in the closed-door talks, 
said another round would be held 
in the next three or four months. 

"We are going to pick up the 


pace of the meetings,” Alarcon 


said, after the talks that were the 
first round in 18 months. They 
were also the first since U.S. Presi- 
dem Bill Clinton signed the 
Helms-Burton Law in march to 
üghien the U.S. ecornomikt emr 
bargo on Havana. 

In Washington, the White 
House reiterated that it would re- 
turn Cubans who enter the United 


States illegally a 
AFP) 


HAVANA — Cuba pressed the 
United States in two days of talks 
on bilateral migration accords 
here to repatriate hijackers and 
other Cubans who emigrate ille- 
galy, and both sides agreed to 
morê talks. 

“Against the letter of (stand- 
ing) accords, according to Cuba's 
calculations, the number of people 
who have emigrated illegally and 
whorn the United States has not re- 
turned, tops 100,7” Cuban lead ne- 
gotiator Ricardo Alarcon said afler 
the unusual bilateral talks con- 
cluded Thursday. 

“If the United States does not’ 
return them — in violation of (cur- 
rent) bilateral agreements — then 


` at least they could fulfill their in- 


temational commilnents in terns 
of deterring air piracy with a trial. 
imposing a punishment as an ex- 
ample,” Alarcon said. 


| 
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(Contd from Pg. 13) 
IVANSEVIC... 


hand just wide of the courL 

INanisevic notched up his 
fourth win in six matches against 
Woodforde on a service winner on 
his sccond match point after hay’ 
ing wasted the first through a dou- 
ble faul. 

The Croatian is now guaran- 
teed 431.250 dollars from this 
xwen to add to the 2.8million- 
follars hc has alrcady carncd in 
our previous appcarances. 

In the Couricr/Kaftlnikov 
natch. the Russian finally won 
through in just over two hours, the 
longest match of the tournament. 
following a final sct riddled with 
service breaks from both players. 

But Kafelnikov broke deci- 
sively for 76 and held senc to 
win the final sct for his third vic- 
tory in four mectings with the for- 
mer world nıuınıber one. 

Saturday's other scmi-final is 
between Ocrmany ’s Boris Becker 


and Grcat Britains Tim Hennıan. 
A 


(Contd from Pg.2) 
IRAN... 
Platform. he noted. 

Meanwhile. on July 29, 
1996, the U.S. flotillas jammed 
the system over an Imnian pa- 
trolling unit, he said. adding a 
U.S. F-16 aircraft has also, on a 
number of occasions. flown over 
an Iranian patrolling flotilla. 

On May 2, 1996, wo U.S. 
helicopters flew ovcr and pholo- 
graphed anı Iranian cxploratory’ 
hydrographic vessc! on a routine 
hydrographical mission. The 
helicopters came ven’ closc (o 
the vessel and this pursuit lasted 
for two hours. the letlcr added. 

The government of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran protests 
these illegal activites by the 
U.S. government and calls for 
an end to such actions. it con- 
cluded. RNA 


“(Contd from Pg.2) 
ALBRIGHT... 


new U.S. secretary of stale in- 
clude the unsuccessful U.S.-Is- 
rael cooperation and the nearly 
hvo-decadc hostitity of the U.S. 
administration against lhe peo- 
ple of Iran. Albright inevitably 
' has to clarify her position on 
these cases, wrote (he editorial. 

Although Albright in her first 
remarks after appointmen has 
talked about the need for ‘new 
ideas’ and forgetting old prac- 
tices and Lradilions. it seems un- 
likely that she will be able to 
introduce a serious rcform in 
American foreign policy. 

This is because the policy of 
“U.S. supremacy’’. which is the 
main element in Albright’s 
world view, is in conıplcte con- 
tradiction with the progressive 
approaches and idcas of (he 
world public opinion which fa- 
vors independence and frecdonı. 
concluded the editoriinl. 
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Four African Leaders Open 


Quell Bangui Mutiny 


The delcgation is due to leave 
Bangui on Sunday. Later Saturday. 
it was to mect officials of bodies 
such as parliamentary groups and 
the lcgal system. 

The fighting in Central Africa 
had drawn in French troops be- 
cause France backs a serics of re= 
gimes in the region. including that 
of Patasse, 

1 Howevcr two French mirage F1 
Jets overflow’ lhe capital Friday on 
what was apparenlly a reconnais- 
sance flight after several houses 


were struck by mortar fire and 


rockci-propclled grenades. 

„| The Defense Ministry in Parîs 
said that French soldiers had fired 
on the rebels “in legitimate self- 
defense.” (AFF 


ment iroops backed by French sol- 
diers. 

It was the first time French sol- 
diers took a direct part in anı ex- 
change of fire since the trouble 
erupted on November 15. 

Alhough the fighting has been 
sporadic since then, interspersed 
with long periods of a tense stand- 
off. the families of UN workers 
were evacuaicd Friday by plane to 
Abidjan in (he Ivory Coastas a pre- 
caution 

Patasse said the delegation “js a 
sign in the eycs of the Central Afri 
can people that, with one voice. we 
can say no to violence. no to the 
scizure of power by force, because 
Ihe only way is through the ballot 


French Judges Deal New Blows 10 
Chirac’s Gaullisis 


investıgatıon oy Nanterre 
Magistrate Patrick Desmure on 
suspicion of graft. 

Casetta. who had been in 
custody since before dawn on 
Thursday, is suspected of misuse of 
corporate funds in connection with 
alleged illicit funding of the RPR 
by the construction firm Maillard 
et Duclos in 1992-93, 

She was the RPR's head of 
persormel until last September and 
is widely believed to have been its 
main secret fundraiser. 

Justice sources said she was 


questioned chiefly about links 
between RPR funding and public 
works contracts. She denied all 
wrongdoing, the sources said. 
(Reuted) 


West Demands 
Milosevic Overturn 
Poll Fraud 


BELGRADE — The United States 
demanded that the Serbian governı- 
ment open talks with the opposi- 
tion, as President Slobodan 
Milosevic faced a deepening crisis 
over election rigging. 

The U.S. State Department said 
Serbia needed to open a dialog with 
the Zajedno (together) opposition 
after 19 days of street 
demonstrations against 
vote-rigging in local elections. 

It was not sufficient for the 
ruling socialists to allow 
independent radio stations to 
resume broadcasting ard to merely 

‘think about’ reversing a decision 
to annul the opposition victory in 
municipal polls, U.S. Spokesman 
Nichols Burns said on Friday. 

*‘This is no tine for business as 
usual on Serbia. This is a time for 
the democratic procèss LO move 
forward in Serbia," he said. 

Unimpressed with concessions 
by Milosevic over recent days, 
Washington and European states 
have insisted the ruling socialists 
confirm opposition victories in 


Belgrade and other major towns. 
Rruler 


PARIS — Anti-corruption magis- 
trates dealt new blows to President 
Jacques Chirac’s Gaullist RPR on 
Friday. placing the party's person- 
ne! chief and the Paris mayor's wife 
under irvestigation in separate 


sleaze probes. 
In a third case, three ex-budget 
ministers — socialists Henri 


Emmanuelli and Michel Charasse, 
and the RPR's Nicolas Sarkozy — 
were called before a Paris judge in 
a probe on alleged tax breaks linked 
to funding of political parties. 

As probes into an alleged covert 
RPR funding schemeè widened, 
justice sources said Louise-Y vonne 
Caseltta, nicknamed ‘La Cassette” 
(the cashbox) because she was 
regarded as RPR shadow treasurer, 
had been placed under 
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Talks to 


BANGUI — Four African heals 
of state began talks heré Saturday 
fo try to end an army mutiny in 
thie Central African Republic — 
the third this year — that gov- 
emment anıd French troops have 
so far failed to quash. 

The four, presidents Blaise 
Compaore of Burkina Faso, Omar 
Bongo of Gabon, Alpha Oumar 
Konare of Mali and Idriss Deby of 
Chad, opened consultations amid 
relative calm in Bangui after scy'- 
eral days of fighting, 

They were welcomed by Cen- 
tral African President Ange-Felix 
Patasse and were due to mect both 

government officials and rebel 
leaders, although the me and 
place of their meeting with the lat- 
ter has not been set yet. 

Patasse hailed their presence as 
a sign of solidarity and witness to 
“how much the new Africa clings 
to nascent dle: 7. 

- Thefour were mandated Thurs- 
day at a Franco-African summit in 
OQuagadougon., the capital of Burk- 
ina Faso. to try to end lhe mutiny 
which broke out because of a pay 
dispute nearîy three wecks ago. 

It has now escalated into a bid 
to oust him as president, with the 
rebcis accusing him of high trca- 
son and stoking ethnic tensions. 

A spokesman for the rcbcls, 
Sergeant Donaticn Ronossio, said 
Friday they would “listen to what 
they (the presidents) have to say.” 

The Central African capital was 
calm Saturday as both sides waited 
to see bow the talks would de- | 
velop. Two days carticr several 
people were wounded in fighting 
between the rebels and goverm- 


British Firms Keen on Engaging 
in Business Activities in Iran 


in other sectors. 

Larijani emphasized hat tlc Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran acts on the 
basis of mutual interesis and now 
is the most politically stable coun- 
tuy in the region. 

In response to Brown's qucs- 
tion on the function of the Majlis 
Foreign Policy Commission and 
on priorilies of Iran’s diplomacy. 
Larijani pointed oul that Iran's 
foreign policy is based on ils na- 
tional interests. 

““We arc now evalualing and 
reviewing our forcigr policy on 
this basis and we are going lo as- 
sess other countries on the basis of 
their reliability and capabiliics.’” 
Larijani said. 

He predicted that relnlions bo- 
tween the Islamic Republic of Iran 
and Asian counrics will cxpand 
significanly in lhe future. sug- 
gesting hat any country willing to 
havc a place in relations wilı Iran 
should adapt.itself to lhe new con- 
ditions. (IRNA) 
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CARBON MONCKIN NIIR DIOXIY PARIIHATE MATIIR NIIROGIN DIOKIDI 


TEHRAN —- Head of the Middle 
East Depariment at the British 
Foreign Office, Nick Brown said 
here on Wednesday that British 
companies are willing (o engage 
in business activities in Iran. 

Mecting with Mohammad 
Javad Larijani. vice-chairman .of 
the Foreign Policy Commission of 
Majlis, Brown said thal ambigui- 
ties in Iran"s foreign investment 
laws has made the Brilish firms 
act cautiously. 

The British official expressed 
satisfaction with the activilics of 
“the Islamic Human Righis Com- 
mission suggesling that European 
countrics be kept abrcast of ils ac- 
Uivilies. 

Referring to Britain's kcenness 
1o scl amıs to the small Persian 
Gulf litloral slates. Larijani said 
thal Iran could havc had a bellcr 

picturc of Britain if London had 
lct the Arab countries usc half of 
the moncy lhey spend on arms 
purchases. for making inveslmenis 


PSI INDEX STASNDARD POLLUTION 
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former Minister of Culture and 
Higher Education Mohammad 
Moeen. However, he added, none 
of the two have so far agreed to 
nominate themselves, 

The MP said Seyed Hadi 
Khamenei is said to be studying 
the situation but he was not so 
Popular with the radical groups. 

The Kargozaran Sazandegi 
(servants of construction) have en- 
tered into negotiations with First 
Vice President Hassan Habibi to 
encourage him to run for president 
in next elcctions, Bahonar said. 

Bahonar said that the Society 
for Defense of Islamic Revolt- 
tons Values is the first official 
group to introduce its Secretary 
Gencral Mohammad Moharnmadi 
Reishahri as its candidate for 
presidential clections. 

Asked about the possibe suc- 
cess of Hojjatoleslam Nateq Nouri 
in winning the majority of votes, 
he said, “we expect to have a seri- 
ous and close contest among the 
candidates.” 

“In the past presidential elec- 
tions. the lale [mam Khomeini and 
present Leader of the Islamic 
Revoluüon Ayatollah Seyed Ali 
Klıamenci implicily and some- 
times explicitly announced their 
views. But as Tar as we know, the 
Leader has decided not to take side 
of a specific hopeful in the next 
presidential clections," the MP 
said. dRNA 


Over 18m Shares 
` Transacted Last 
Week 


TEHRAN — A total of 18,261,872 
shares, worth over Ris.105.943 bil- 
lion, were transacicd in 6,117 turns 
for 3,619 applicants here at the 
stock exchange from November 29 
to December 4. 

TSÊ general price index of 
sharês for last weck reached 
2,017.46 points, showing a drop of 
36.15 points compared to that öf 
the weck bcfore lastL 

Wednesday was the busicst day 
of the weck for trade of 5,79524 
shares, worth over Ris.31.903 bil- 
lion, in 981 tums for 474 appli- 
cants. (RNA) 


Wiihdrawal of Presidential Candidacy 


س 
KERMAN — About 71 kilograms‏ 


of opium and cight kilograms of 
morphine were seized from drug 


raffiçkers in Mersad, ncar the cily 


of Bam in the southcasiem Prov- 
ince of Kerman this weck. 


MP on Reasons for Mousuvi’s 


EE 
fit. | 


Û Member of Parlia- 


` He said, “Tt seems that those 
who. did much publicity work for 
Mousavi’s. nomination are critical 
of fhe policies of the system.” 


° ° Bahonar cited Salam daily, 


Daftar-e Talkim-e Vahdat (office 
for consolidation of unity). and 


(MRM) as among the critics of the 
.currént policies of he Islamic Re- 
public of Ira . 

` The people and groups repre- 
‘senting various ways of thinking 
that participated in the parliamcn- 
tay elections will take part in the 
forthcoming presidential clec- 
tions, he said. : 

He said Jame’ Rohaniyat Mo- 
barez (JRM) and other groupings 
which maove in the same direction 
as RM's together with the Society 
of Instrictbrs at the Qom Theo- 
logical School have voiced their 
support for Nateq Nouri’s candi- 
dacy. 


He said the coalition FrOUpS 
following thc Imam’s Ine have en- 
‘tered the scene more strongly than 
they did during the parliementaty 
polls and they have gathered 
around Majma” Rohaniyoun Mo- 
barez (MRM). 

After Mousavi's refusal to nın 
for president, the MRM is now 
persuading former Minister of 
Culture and Islamic Guidance Ho- 

jjatoleslam Mohammad Khatami 
to announce his nomination while 
Daftar-e Tabkim-e Vahdat and the 
Islamic Association of College 
Studerrs are seeking nomination of 


, Majma' . Rohaniyoın ` Mobarez 
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Seven 


- Rescue workers dug through 
a E E E Sy 


sites pear the village of Otari in 
` Nağano .. prefecture mid-morning 
Friday. 

By nightfall Saturday, the bodies 
of six men and one woman had 


nearby Buddhist temple, where 


they were laid out in coffins... am ا‎ 
Seven Killed in e 
Cape Town Fire e 
CAPE TOWN — Seven people; کا‎ 


including a pregnant woman and 
four children, died Saturday wi 

a fie gid 3 rostey bo 
flats in 2 odstock: salu here; 


police said. 

A five-year-old boy and kis 
seven-year-old sister were among ._ 
the dead, police spokeswoman in- 
spector Verna Simon said. 

The girl jumped to her death 
when she tried to escape the fire 
but misscd a blanket being held 
for her by people below, she 
added. 


A four-year-old boy die with 
his pregnant mother while another 


died. A fourth boy, aged seven, 
was still unaccounted for. (AFF 
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Swede Threatened to Kill With Pet Snake 


STOCKHOLM — A Swedisk man zuas arrested after 


been recovered and taken to a; 


‘boy from thé same family als: 


(Reule) 
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NEW DELHI, India (December 6): Indian schiool children mingle with Hanna Barbara's Tom and Jerry 
cartoon characters at an amusement park in the Indian capita. The ght colored cak and mouse duo 
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DECEMBER 8, 1996 
Britain Faces I Government 


from the United States are on their first visit to India. 


Japan Mudslide » 


Claims 


TOKYO — Seven bodies had 
been found and another seven 
people were missing as rescuers 
searched into a second freezing . 
night after mudslides buried two 
construction sites in central Japan. 
police said Saturday. 


One' body swept away by tbe 


wave of mud, sand and rock was 
found 800 meters (2,640 feet) 


fiom whe the person had Ded 


working, a police spokesman said. 
Rescuers were forced to move 
cautiously as minor slides repeat 
edly brought their search to a halt, 
he said. Operations were SuS- 
pended for nearîy two bouxıs at one 
stage because of fears of another 


The Nagano meteorological ob- 
servalory issued a warming Satur- 
day of further possible avalanches 
in the prefecture. 

“Police helicopters are hover- 
ing above the accident site to 
watch for signs of secondary dis- 
asters,” the spokesman said. 


Mother Teresa 
Cheerful, Meets 
Colleagues 


CALCUTTA — Mother Teresa, 
recovering from heart surgery, Was 


cheerful on Saturday and met mem- 
bers of ber Romar Catholic relig- 
ious order, a clinic administrator 
said. 
*““Mother Teresa is better. She iS 
very cheerful. She bad a good 
sleep," S.K. Tiwari, an 


administrator at Calcutta's B.M. 
Birla Heart Research Center, told 
reporters. 

He said the 86-year-old nun, 
known as the “Saint of the Gutters™ 
for her work with the poor, the sick 
and dying, also met members of her 
missionaries of charity order. 

Doctors said on Friday that 
Mother Teresa would uot return 
home as hoped this weekend and 
had litle chance of resıunning work 
in the immediate füture. 

Mother Teresa had surgery on 
November 29 to clear two blocked 
coronary arteries. But an irregular 
heartbeat and lung and kidney 
E have E her 


Burma Frees Most Detainees Aiter 


They had also demended titat 
hey be allowed to form student 
unions on campuses. 


RANGOON — Most of thc 264 
Burmese students and 
sympathizers held aftcr a protest 
near the university of Yangon 
(Rangoon) was broken up carlicr 
on Saturday have been released. a 
government spokesman said. 


“Most of those held in the 3.00 


a.m. operation have been released 
by this early aflemoon and I 
would expect aii of them {o be 
freed by the end of the day,” the 
spokesman told Reuters. He did 
not give details of how many peo- 
ple bad been freed. 

He said the govemment was 
still checking the identities of 
those held at the Kyaikasan 
ground (a former horse racing 
course) in central Rangoon. 

The students and sympathizers 
who were held wcrc of a 
larger group of about thal had 
galhered oulsidce the university on 
Friday 10 protest against the cqn- 
tinucd detention of 80 student 


polls, was quick to tım the knife. 

Labour leader Tony Blair told 
the Independent, newspaper: “We 
have reached a decisive moment. 
They (the Conservatives) are not 
capable of being led they are not 
capable of governing with any 
coherence, any leadership, any 
direction." 

Labour should have further 
cause to celebrate as it is expected 
to win a by-election next Thursday 
in one of its strongholds. 

But history favors Major 


holding on. (Reuter) 
Peruvian Police 
Nab Rebel 


Leader 
LIMA — Peruvian police arrested 
the number two leader of the rebel 
Shining Path, Elizabeth Cardenas 
Huayta, in Lima as she was reor- 
ganizing the subversive organiza- 
tion, officials said Saturday. 

Huayta, known by her rebel 
monitor as “Comrade Aurora,” 
was arrested Wednesday as she was 
awaiting information from two 
influential rebels who operate in 
the jungle zone of Huallaga, the 
spokesmen of the National 
Directorate Against Terrorism 
said. 

She rose to the nımber-two 
position after the rebel] leadership 
was assumed by Oscar Ramirez 
Durand following the September 
1992 arrest of Abimaeî ا‎ 


rwo-day parliamentary debate that 
will offer a perfect opportunity for 
right-wing lawmakers to fuel their 
mutiny over Europe. 

Terry Dicks, one of the 
so-called “Eurosceptics" who 
wants Major to rule out British 
entry into a single European 
currency and abandon his 
“wait-and-see"" policy, launched a 
savage attack on the prime minister. 

Threatening to quit the ruling 
party, Dicks said: “I don't want to 
be on a ship like the Titanic where 
the Helmsman can see the ice ahead 
and simply says, ‘let's wait and seê 
what happens’. 

The opposition Labour Party, 
which has a huge lead in opinion 


LONDON — Britain on Saturday 
faced its first minority government 
for 17 years after a Conservative 
lawmaker withdrew his support for 
the ruling party in Parliament. 

Prime Minister John Major's 
wafer-thin majority was effectively 
wiped out when right-winger Sir 
John Gorst launched his protest 
over a hospital closure in his 
London constituency. 

Friday’s bombshell ended a 
grim week for Major when splits 
were revealed all the way to the top 
of the govemment over Britain's 
role iı the European Union. 

Major, who has to call a general 
election by next May, faces another 
rough ride next week with a 


U.S. Shuttle Lands in Florida 


on Friday. The day before cloudy 
skies at the Florida spaceport were 
the problem. 

The shuttles extended stay in 
space propelled the mission into 
the record books as the longest 
ever in the 15-year shuttle pro- 
gram. Columbia. the oldest of 
NASA's four shuttles, had set the 
previous record of 17 days last 
July. 

The marathon mission Was 
marred by a jammed airlock hatch 
that forccd NASA to cancel a pair 
of space walks. Astronauts 
Tammy Jemigan and Tom Jones 
had spent months training for the 
space walks, which had been in- 
tended 10 test construction tools 
for a planned permanent space sta 
tion. (Reuter) 


Sri Lanka Minister Escapes 
From Tiger-Held Territory 


miles) northeast of here. “We 
landed in Tiger territory in the 
Wanni (jungles). 

The minister said he and the 
eighli crew and passengers then 
walked ırough thick jungle to 
reach a main road and safety. 

Vast arcas of the island’s north- 
erm region are either controlled by 


the Liberation Tigers of Tamil 


Eclam (LTTE) or regarded as no- 
man’s land where neither security 
forces nor rebels are present. 


"We took all the precattions 
possible and used our intelligence 
1o gct to safety,” Ratwatte said. 
“We learnt many things." 

Reports frort Weli Oya said the 
crippled helicopter had bcen de- 
stUroyed io prevent it falling into 
the hareds of the Tigers. 

Arn 


COLOMBO — The Sri Lankan 
minister leading the military 
campaign against Tamil Tiger 
guerllas had what he described 
as a “close shave” Saturday when 
his helicopter crash landed in 
hostile territory. 
The helicopter crew and pas- 
sengers including Anuruddha ‘Rat 
watie, the energy minister and 
jıumior defense minister, army 
chief Rohan Daluwatie and police 
inspector General W. B. Rajaguru 
had to walk five kilometers (three 
miles) to safety. 
The instruments in the helicop- 
ter malfunctioned while flying to 
‘the town of Weli Oya and the pilot 
crash landed in Tiger-beld jungle 
territory when the aircrafl rar oui 
of fuel. Ratatte said. 
“We had a close shave,” he 
told local reporters after reaching 
Weli Oya. 300 kilometers (187 


Presidential, Parliamentary 
Vote Opens in Ghana 


In {he arca around the central 
town of Kumasi. where several in- 
cidenis of ckction-related vio- 
lence have occurred in the last 10 
day's. voters were peaceful and or- 
derly. AFP contacts there re- 
ported. 

In one Accra polling station, the 
wrong book of ballot papers had 
bccn issucd. but party agent Solo- 
mon Laryrea said this would not 
aflect ihc voting procedure. 

AFP 


i. 


ACCRA — Presidential and 
parliamcntary polls opened 
smoothly carly Saturday in Ghana. 
wilh no serious incidents rcporled. 

In the capital, voters began 
queueing at polling stations 
around 4:00 am. {0400 GMT) 
three hours before the official 
opening time. 

Voling begun on time in ihe 
half-dozen polling stations visited 
by AFP in lhe hour aficr polling 
stations opened. 


CAPE CANAVERAL. Florida — 
The U.S. Space Shuttle Columbia 
glided. to a dawn touchdown in 
Florida on Saturday, ending a 
record-breaking 18-day mission 
marred by the cancellation of two 
space walks. 

The $2 billion spaceship landed 
on the three-mile {4.8 km) long 
nıxıway at Kennedy Space Center 
at 6:49 am. (1149 GMT), just a 
short distance from the launch pad 
it blasted off from on Nov. 19. 


It was NASA's third attempt to 
land the shuttle. Dense fog in 
Florida and high winds at the 
backup landing strip in California 
had cancelled the shuttle’s landing 


Remains oi World 
War HI German Piloi 
and Plane Exhumed 


ROUEN, France — The remains 
of a World War H German pifot and 
the cockpit of his plane have been 
exhumed in a small village in north- 
west France, 52 years after the air 
raids over Normandy in June 1944, 
the local town hall said on Saturday. 


A man who remembered seeing 
the German fighter plane shot 
down over fields at 
Ecretteville-les-Baons, recently 
contacted an association which 
tries to track down pilots listed as 
missing after the battles in French 
skies. 

Members of the association 
arrived in the village a few days ago 
with a crane, with which they were 
able to dig up the remains of the 
pilot and his plane, buried more 
than five meters (15 feet) down, 
according to the wife of the farmer 
on whose Jand it was found. 


Shbè said the pilot's battledress 
jacket, parachute and identification 
papers as well as bis service arm 
were almost intact, presumably 
owing their state of conservation to 
being buried at such a depth. 

Local police were unable to say 
where the remains bad been taken. 
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Fiınaice and 


Economics 


The Unmeasurable Lightness of Being 


of the globe are just as severe. 

The long and the short of cyber- 
nomics 

If the measurement bias were 
constant over time, it might not 
matter. But the margin of time, it 
mighı no matter. But the margin 
of error is widening. Rapid tech- 
nological change and the expan- 
sion of the so-called “intangible 
economy’” has exacerbated the 
problem of adjusting for quality 
changes, and for new goods and 
services. Many goods did not exist 
two yeas ago, let alone ten years 
ago. This makes it hard {o com- 
pare products over time. and thus 
declines in price (and gains in out- 
put) are missed. In computers, for 
instance, the average life of a 
tnodel is now less than 12 months. 
Some 30% of consumer-electron- 
ics sales are products that did not 
exist a year earlier. 

Moreover, standard economic 
statistics fail to capture many of 
the benefits of information tech- 
nology, which increasingly take 
the form not of cost saving or 
greater volume, but of improved 
quality, time saving, convenience 
and increased consumer choice, 
Banking with a machine rather 
than a human teller can save cus- 
tomers both time and anguish. 
Neither benefit will appear in 
countries’ national accounts. 

Leonard Nakamura, an econo- 
mist at the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Philadelphia, argues that if full 
account is faken of the benefits tO 
consumers of new goods, services 
and product improvements, then 
GDP growth may have been un- 
derstated by as much as 2-3 per- 
centage points a year. After ten 
years, that would leave America’s 
official GDP one-third smaller 


Soete, an economist at the Univer- 
sity of Limburg, in the Nether- 
lands, reckons that the margin of 
error in Europe's growth rate is 
probably just as large. 


If productivity and real incomes 
are growing faster than the official 
figures say, does this mean that 
governments can sit back and re- 
lax? Far from iL Better policies 
would still yield an even better 
performance. What it does sug- 
gest, however, is that the correct 
poliics may not be those than are 
signaled by the flawed statistics. 


Statisticians face a big chal- 
lenge in trying to boost the quality 
of their own production. There is 
certainly room for improvement. 
However, it is probably an un- 
avoidable, if ironic, fact that in the 
so-called information age, when 
super computers crunch moun- 
lains of data and satellites can 
track the precise movements of 
every man or machine, people’s 
knowledge about the economy 
may be less exact than it was back 
when adding machines ruled the 
earth. 


(Courtesy the Economis) 
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Economic statistics can cause governmenis lo lose 
elections or u'ipe billions off share prices. Unfortunately, 
many of the nuınbers care urong. 


mists would argue that it is. But 
this would change the economic 
picture dramatically — and would 
instanily give America a trade su- 
plus instcad of a deficit. 

* Invisibility. Conventional 
stalisics were originally devised 
for tracking the production of 
physical goods. Bit a growing 
slice of output consists not of ma- 
terial thing but the production and 
manipulation of ideas. Output has 


become less visible, and hence - 


less measurable. The number 
crunches have failed to kecp pace. 
They still churn out masses of fig- 
ureş on the lamb population stil! 
cutput or sales of “rubber and 
misce laneo is plastic products’’. 
Yet fast-growing sections such as 
software, telecommunications, en- 
tertainment, health care and finan- 
cial service barely tracked. In 
fields such as education and fi- 
nance govemment statislics often 
assume that output simply rises in 
line with the number of hours 
worked. Thus, by definition, pro- 
ductivity never rises. 

"™* Technology. New goods 
shorter produce cycles and rapid 
quality improvement make it harder 
to measure changes in output anl 
prices over time. Isn't it great that 
faster recover times from opera- 
tion mean patients spend less time 
in hospital. Not from a statisti- 
cian’s point of view: measured by 
occupancy of hospital beds owtput 
would show a decline. A road-hau 


lage firm might improve its serv- . 


rectly. 
The problem here is insoluble. 
To mean sure the increase in real 


output over time, it is necessary to ` 


define a nit of production. This is 
easy for basic goods, such as ton- 
nes of steel, but for a growing 
.slice of economy the concept of a 
unit of output is becoming in- 
creasingly fuzzy. As long as that 
is true, statistics will fail to cap-. 
ture many of the advances in the 
modern economy. 

The share of tbe economy that 
can be measured accurately is 
dwindling. Zvi Griliches, an 
economist at Harvard University, 
points out that in 1947 half of 
America’s output was accounted 
for by farming, mining or mamı- 
facturing and so was relatively 
easy to measure. Today these sec- 
tors account for less than 30% of 
output. And even manufacturing is 
becoming trickier to track as 
sborter product cycles and more 
rapid improvements in quality 
have made traditional measures 
less reliable. 

Yet governments have been 
slow to examine the problem. 
There have been pathetically few 
studies that try to assess the size 
of measurement errors, and virtu- 
ally all of those have been in 
America Anecdotal evidences 
suggests that measurement prob- 
lems in Europe and other regions 


There are three kinds of econo- 
mists: those who can count and 
those who can’t." That old joke 
gels a good laugh at economics 
conferences, yet it cuts danger- 
ously close to the bone. Econo- 
mists spend much time chuming 
statistics through computer mod- 
els or using them to justify policy. 
but few worry about the reliability 
of those uumbers. They ought to: 
traditional measures of economic 
performance are becoming in- 
creasingly dodgy. 
Nurmber-crunching is not just 
an academic issue. Imporlant 
questions, such as why ali the bil- 
ions of dollars invested in com- 
puters have failed to boost 
productivity growth, rest upon the 
accuracy of official statistics.’ 
Faulty figures distort people's vi- 
sion. America’s economic debate, 
for example, has been shaped 
partly by official numbers show- 
ing that productivity growth has 
slowed — from an anmıal rate of 
2.6% in 1960-73 to 0.9% in 1980- 
95 — and that real wages have 
stagnated. Calculate those figures 
correctly, however, and America’s 
true rate of proluctivity growth in 
the 1990s could be almost as high 
as in the 1960s, while real wages 
could be rising at a respectable 


pace. 2 
The question of the reliability 


of official statistics will get a pub- 
fic airing in America early nexi 
month, when a commission 
headed by Michael Boskin, an 
econormist, issues a report to the 
Serate Finance Conımittee on the 
consumer-price index (CPD. It is 
expected to conclude that the CPI 
has overstated anmıal inflation in 
recent years by 1-2 percentage 
points. This, in turn, implies that 
real growth in GDP and produc- 
tivity has been understated, since a 
variant of the CPI is used to create 
inflation-adjusted figures. This is 
no small matter. if the CPI over- 
states inflation, the budget deficit 
swells because of the over-indexa- 
tion of welfare benefits, goverm- 
mert pensions and income4tax 
brackets. If America's inflation 
rale is overstated by just one per- 
centage point a year, then after ten 
years this would add an estimated 
$140 billion to its federal budget 

In recent years, govemments 
have made big efforts to improve 
the accuracy, timeliness and inieg- 
rity of the statistics they collect. 
But are the number they collect 
relevant? Far too man statisticians 
are still trying to me the output of 
the 19th century rather {han the 
wizardıy of the 21th. There pow- 
.erfal forces pose special chal- 
lenges to traditional statistics 

* Globalization. A growing 
portion of trade and investment 
fleets intemal decisions made by 
multinational corporations. ‘This 
makes it harder to define nation 
economic performance. Is Ger- 
many ’s cconomy measured best 
by icludiag V2lkswagen produc- 
tion abroad but excluding Ford's 
output in Germany? Some econo 


world of the WTO, ‘but we are 
concerned that the major losers 
will once again be the poorest and 
most marginalised countries.” 

A few countries like Malaysia 
had benefited from the Round, he 
said, but pointed out that these 
gains had been through thrifl, pro- 
ductivity and ingenuity of the peo- 
ple. and that Malaysia's 
new-found prosperity had also 
benefited rich coumtries. 

Nothing that globalization" had 
become a buzzword, with the G7 
communiqué touring it as the 
source of hope for the future, Dr. 
Mahathir said that some would 
however argue that globalization 
(with its aim of breaking down 
borders and sucking countries into 
a single economic ermity) had 


,„ eclipsed multiateralism. 


‘If the current bebavior of the 
rich, countries is anything lo go by, 
globalization simply means the 
breaking down of the orders of 
countries so that those with the 
capital and the goods will be free 
to dominate the markets,’ he said. 

“Colonies in thiê former British 
Empire will remember ‘‘imperial 
preference’”” when they were made 
the exclusive markets of the met- 
ropolitan power. Globalization can 
mean just that, except that the 
world market will belong to the 
rich nations. . 

‘Linkages to nonrtrade issue 
swill prevent the poor from even 
challenging the rich, in the same 


„ way {he colonies were not allowed 


to industrialize. 

Dr. Mahathir added that the 
pre-eminence ûf transitional 
of national sovereignty. ‘We must 
seriously question why a powerful 
minority are still allowed to bank- 


currenly. 
And now they have lost their bor- 
ders too. 

Dr, Mahathir said every year, 
many statements were maie at the 
UN lamenüng the crises of POV- 
erty, debt, Iman right abuse, con- 
flicts and wars. Yet nothing much 
had been done. 

‘Perhaps it is the mismanage- 
ment by government of so ınany 
poor countries which afford many 
excuses for the rich not to help.” 

The prime minister concluded 
that it was easy to use the UN as a 
forum to unmask the hypocrisies 
of both the North and the South, 
but it was more difficult to work 
collectively to implement change 
and solve problems. 

Still, Malaysia believed this re- 
petitive criticism is valid and nec- 
essary, and also strongly believed 
im the multilateralism of the UN 
and was prepared to invest in it. 

(Courtesy Third World Network 
Features) 


کن 


unfair interpretation of the multi 


The prime minister criticized 


Te ¥World Trarle Organization, says the. Malaysian 

erriler. is. being zsedl by dereloped countries 1o bully’ 
eveloping. countries. into -adjustîng their economic 
policies so that Northern corporations can capture their 


penetrate and capture their mar- 
kets. 


‘The poor may not reserve their 
markets for themselves even when 
they have no capacity to penetrate 
the market of the rich.’ 

Dr. Mahathir said that ‘fair 
competition and İievel!l playing 
fields are only for the rich.’ For 

` example; he added, their attempts 


: sgthat. Northéin corporations can 
۴ to link the environment and labor 


. ` Tapture their matkéts. 
E a the efforts of 


North niries. to ink standards to trade in manufactured 
orthern counir 0 trade goods were clear atlempts to deny 
with . the ` erivironment and labor developi 
E ping counties their meager 
standards. a5 an attempt to deny 5 ive 
developing cowmtries. of. heir al- 1 : 5 
ready meager-comparative advan- The relationship between trade 


because of concerrr-for the well- 
: being of workers in poor coum- 
tries, but as” projectionist moves 
aimed against growing and com- 
` petitively-princed. imports from 
` the South,.Dr. Mahathir. 
` He added that to compound this 
te of borders so that those with capi- 
tal and goods would be {ree to 
dominate the makes. . ۹ 


lateral trade rules, when it came to 
technology transfer, Northem 


Dr. o ia , ourries take a fiercely anti-liîb- 


5 eral stand, insisting that all WTO 
. ieee af ola wh . member states compulsorily intro- 
E „ duce a set of national laws to pro- 
tade, i thê realities of this s0- tect intellectual property rights. 
called freé trade. . Since most patents are owned 
In oiiê of thé strongest criliques by the-North, this in effect means 
ever made by .a developing cowm- }ega] protection of their techno- 


logical monopoly and a drastic 


" able only to ihe worlds wealthiest block the South. 
; economic powers. ‘Thus while 
‘Like the Bretton Woods inst iye permitted Cee bia 


move around the globe, labor and 
technology may not.” 


Dr. Mahathir also ‘attacked 
unilateralism, stating that “even as 
we are asked to submit to GATT 
rules and the WTO, we find one 
country blatantly undermining the 
WTO by enacting extraterritorial 
laws which must be swmitied to 
by all nations and their companies 
on pains of ex-communication. 


tutions, the WTO remains outside 


mules on tade in manufactured 

„. Boods, the rich. countries of the 

. "North had widened the agenda and 

ehed fur Hheralization in eco 

„ omic areas where they clearly 

ںیاa‎ LUTIPÛ have anı advantage, in particular 

1 ihe financial services and invest- 
5 wek ment. 

E „The prime minister said even 


the inadequacy of the intellcctual 
property rights regime in the 
WTO, saying that ‘The GATT 
agreement also fails to protect the 
genetic resources of the South 
whilst allowing energetically 
modified materials to be patented. 

‘We now have a situation 
where theft of genetic resources 
by Wester biotech TNCs enables 
them to make huge profits by pro- 
ducing patented genetic mutations 
of these same materials. What 
depths have we sunk to in the 
global market place when natures 
gifts to. he poor may not be pro- 
tected bul their modifications by 
the rich become exclusive prop” 
erty.” 

Dr. Mahathir saıd there are 
many gainers and losers in the 


“: though somé South, countries, in- 
„ ching Malaysia, had benefited 
: from .trade liberalization, the 

z#GATT [General Agreement on 
- riffs and Trade] agreement nev- 


. Bilî merely to meet the basic needs 
` of their peoples, but they are now 
bullied into adjusting their eco- 
2 nomic policies to meet thelr new 
0 obligations under GATT so that 
. , Northern-based corporations cari 


discourage him. InFebruary 1944 ` 
be returned to Moltrasiê 1o see Az. ` . 
zolini, who promised 1o do eve 
thing in his power to have the. : 
morc than 23 toms of gold shipped j ; 
to Chiasso. Pilotti then continued 
soulh to Brescia to sce fascist Fe 
nance Minister Pellegrini. ا4‎ 
things developed, Azzolini wa; 
able to prevail over Pellegrinî, 
four freight cars from Fortezza a Î ;7! 
rived on April 20 loaded with 233 | 
tons of gold. . 4: 
From a purely legal point ol 2 
view, no one could object 1o the’ 2 
claims that the BIS and the coksor si 
tium of Swiss banks had on the 


tract. But it Îs quite another ques a 
tion whether it was politically 
wise for them, shortly belore the: 
complete .collapse of the fasist و‎ 
dictatorship, to secure these Tia 
ian investments and loang that 
helped Mussolini before the war. 
This gold was kept .ont. .of ihe 2 
hands of the Allies and thus, in 4 |; 
certain sense, withheld fom ly li ن‎ 


e lga 


themselves were available. 2 

In 1941, Italy had, together 1e 
wilh Germany, looted the. Yugo” |; e 
slavian gold reserves, so it cao az, „ 


be completely ruled out that such 


and the SNB. Ji does appear (io ا‎ 
likely though, since by Aprilıl9% li oa 4 


Mussolini’s puppet government e 
collapsed, and by shipping looted 
gold.to Switzerland, Governor A2 


zolmi would have needlessly ا‎ 


To this very day it remains un” 
known how much gold was-ir, 5 
Fortezza at the end of the war and; 


e r O 6 

dary treasure at Fortezza far tes, a 

zensfeste) in South Tyrol Luigi a 2 
e. 


,d'Talia has never been able topre" . 
sent clear documentary pIOOof. f, 
this official version. At the mo’ 
ment, the Roman military investi | 
gating magistrate Antonio 
Intelisano is trying to shine some 
light into the gloom surround {his 
mysterious gold story. 

(Courtesy Swiss Revine of World Affeirs) 


Heartbreak Hotel but ran otf © 
fuel about 30 kilometers 1 
miles) short. 


vehicle gave them some fuel ا‎ 
appeared there were further 0#] f 
chanical difficulties and the ve® 


The younger man died 3 


carry sufficient fuel ` a. ا کو‎ 
supplies, adding: "There أ ا‎ 
potential danger in terms of 16S 


out adequate water." 


id 
By sending 23 tons of gold to Switzerland in 1944, 


Mussolini was paying back loans made before the war . 


by a consortium af Swiss banks and the Bank for 
International Settlements. While it night conceivably 


TEHRAN TIMIES 
Koala Bears Have Fingerprints Gold Firo: Italy i in 19 Fj 


‘had been looted -- if. those lists 


, being exposed as a goldthick . ٠ e 


„ Einaudi; the govemor of the Banca i 


- day before the driver of a PASS 


. cle went no further, Currie said ] | 


: r E : 


have been looted gold, that is not Hikely. 


investments, this, loo, was secured . 


by a gold clause. Azzolini asked 
Pilotti (o go sce Swiss National 
Bank President Ernest Weber in 
Zurich to inform him that the 
Banca d'ltalia was willing to send 
7 tons of gold to Switzerland for 
the SNB in addition to {he 16 tons 
for the BIS. Satisfied, the BIS sec- 
retary. general retuned to Basel. 

. On December 23 1943, Pilot 
did indeed meet with Emest We- 
ber, president of the SNB, to tell 
him about the complicated situ- 


` ation in Italy. He also gave Weber 
„ some good advice about how the 


gold might be obtained, and from 
then on, the BIS and the SNB co- 
ordinated their efforts to recover 
investments and loans they had in 
Italy. With the help of the German 
BIS General Director Paul 
Hechler (National Socialist Party, 
member number 7,686,661), Pi- 
lotti got in touch wilh Reichsbank 
President Walther Funk in Berlin 
and asked for his support in Italy. 
Funk agreed tot eh repayment to 
the BIS and the SNB with the Ital- 
ian gold. In January 1944, Funk 
sent his deputy, Emil Publ, to see 
Azzolini in. Moltrasio on Lake 
Como; the fascist government had 
moved the Banca d'Italia there to 
keep it safe from the Allies, who 
were closing in on Rome. In Mol- 
rasio, Azzolini and Puhl decided 
on the particulars of transporting 
the gold to Chiasso, in Switzer- 
land just over the Italian border. 
There was one person who did 
not agree with transfering this 
gold to Switzerland, though: Pel- 


, lergrini, Finance Minister of the 


fascist government in Brescia, He 
succeeded in persuading the Ger- 
man guards around the Milan of- 
fîces of the Banca d’ Italia to 
disregard the instructions sent by 
Azzolini and Puhl. The shipment 
to Switzerland planned for Febru- 


ary 1944 never took place. In- 


slead, the gold reserves were 
transported under still unex- 
plained circumstances from Milan 


„ to Fortezza, a fort for lhe Austrians 


had carved out of the rock in the 
1830s near Bressanone (Brixen), 
South Tyrol. 

Pilot did not ict his sciback 


.Hustralian Tragedy at 5 
Heartbreak Hotel 


DARWIN, Australia — A mani was 
found dead on the roof of his 
pick-up truck and his severely 
dehydrated companion rescued 
after they became stranded 
without fuel in the scaring outback 
near here, police said recently. 

The two, who were not imıme- 
diately idenüfied, were stranded 
for only 24 hours, but they had no 
drinking water in ã temperature of 
46 degrees Celsius (115 degrçes 
Fahrcnhcit), Sergeant Keith Cur: 
rie said. 


Currie said the men weêrc trav- . 


eling from the Northern Terri- 
tory’s Limmèn Bight River {o 


Borroloola, more than. 670 kilo- 


meters (420 miles) southeast of 

herê, when they became short of 

diesel. 
They attcmpted a detour to» 


Septeriber 20 1943, ten 
days after the Germans OCCU” 
pied Rome in response to the fall of’ 
Mussolini, SS-Coloncl Herbert 
Kappicr, togelhcr with his right- 
hand man SS-Major Karl Hass, had 
his parachute shock troops sur- 
round the headquarters of the 
Banca d’ alia in the Palazzo Koch 
onthe Via Nazionale. The Germans 
loaded 120 tons -— some sources PUL 
it at 100 tons -— of the Italian gold 
reserves onto trucks and trans- 
ported it to Milan, where the ingots 
were stored in the regional branch 
of the national bank under German 
supervision. To this day it remains 
unclear just who gave Kappler the 
order to steal the gold. According 
to one hypothesis, the operation 
was carried ou on the instructions 
of Reichsbank President Walther 
Funk in Berlin and his repre- 
sentative in Rome, Reichsbank Di- 
rector Maximilian .Bernhubcer. 
Another version holds a certain 
Dollmann responsible; he was SS- 
Reichsfuehrer Henrich Hirnmer’s 
personal envoy in Italy. The Banca 
d’ Italia offered no resistance to the 
German raid on ils gold reserves. 
On the contrary; Governor Vin- 
cenzo Azzolini agreed lo iL Afiler 
the cease-fire and lhe division of 
Italy, Azzolini had taken sides tot 
with the Badoglio government in 
the south, controlled by the Allies, 


‘butthe fascist puppet state in north- 


em Italy under Salo. The Bank for 
Intemational Scillcments (BIS), in 
Basel, had had investments totaling 
about 75 million Swiss francs in 
Italy since the carly 1930s. At that 
time, this amount corresponded 10 


. about 16 tons of gold, which was 


held by the Banca d'Halia and se- 


curcd by a gold clause. Aficr the ` 


Anglo-American invasion of Sicily 
in the summer of 1943, the BIS had 
sent word from Basel that it would 
like 10o get back its investments 
from the Banca d'lıalia in the form 
of those 16 tons of gold — anı at- 
tempt that proved unsuccessful. Af- 
ter communicalions between Basel 
and Rome were broken, the Italian 
secrclary general of the BIS, Raf- 
faelc Pilotui, set oul in late Noverm- 
ber 1943 for Rome, where arrived 
a wecck later aller a perilous jour- 
ney. Pilotti was warmly received in 
the Palazzo Koch. Governor Az- 
zolini promised to send the gold as 
quickly as possible 1o SwitzeHand 
and gave Pitoıli a 60-page list of 1he 
numbcrs and the precision weight 


of lhe gold ingots, which be had . 


signed over to the BIS and placed 
in the vaults of the Banca d’ alia 
until they could be shipped. At the 
same ime. though, Azzolini made 
it clear that the gold would not be 
transporled from Ilaly lo Switzer- 
land unlcss lhe Reichsbank gave 
the green light. 

Once the issucs of the BIS had 
been settled, Govemor Azzolini 
showed the man from Basel an 
urgent message from the Swiss 
Nalional Bank to the Banca 
d’ alia. The SNB was asking for 
the immediate repayment of a 53- 
million-franc loan with which a 
Swiss banking consortium had fî- 


, Mnarced italian state industry be- 


fore the war. Like the BIS 
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Similar to Humans’ 


The E bear in the frozen north juggles a rare toy, a tire from an equipment cache near Churchill. 
After besting a rival bear for the tire, this comedian later draped ît around its neck. Said photographer 
Norbert Rosing: "I was laughing so hard my vehicle shook" On Alaska's North Slope in November 1993, 
the village of Kaktovik suffered some bizarre vandalism. Dozens of lights illuminating the village airstrip 
were destroyed -- knocked out by polar bears, Tracks in the snow showed the bears were methodically 
moving from one light to the next. On another occasion witnesses saw them punching the lights one 
by one. Was this aggression, or were the lights just playthings glowing irresistibly in the night? Will 
any scientist ever know? Sometimes animals seem to play even with them. 


Scientist magazine. 

E oii Koala fa e 
Urimbirra Wildlife Park in south- 
em Australia, Maciej Henneberg 
noticed their fmgers carried 
ridged patterns of loops, whorls 
and arches like those on a human 
hand. 

He was surprised to find mo 
reference to the pattems in the 
scientific literature. ۶ 
Henneberg and a team of col- 


They found that even chimps, 
the animals most closely related 
to humans, did not have prints as 
human-like asthe koala. 

Henneberg believes the fnd- 
ings are of evolutionary impor- 
tance. 

"Marsupials such as the koala 
split from the lineage of primates 
about 80 million years ago," he 
said. "So we have two li 
independently developing the 
same trait.” 

He thought _ fingerprints 
evolved as a device to improve - 
grip while climbing, he wrote in 
the New Scientist. (AFP) 


"Although it's extremely un- 
likely that koala prints would be 
found at the scene of a crime, po” 
lice should at least be awaçe of 
the possibility," wrote a biologi- 
cal anthropologist and forensic 
scientist at Australia’s Adelaide 
University in this week's New 


LONDON — Koala bears, the 
slow-moving Australian marsupi- 
als tbat live on eucalyptus leaves, 
have fingerprints so human-like 
they could easily be confused 
with those of offenders at the 
scene of a crime, says a report 
published here recently. 


Italian Sets Priest Ablaze 
Over Failed Marriage 


arresled after police found in his 
home the petrol can and shocs the 
priest remembered secing in the 
attack. Newspapers said he was 
bclieved to have carricd oul other 
petrol altacks since his marriage 
break-up. 

He told police Torregrossa had 
failcd lo help him get back to- 
gether with his wife. 

"Onc day he even refused me 
communion. He was persecuting 
me and I punished him," Italian 
television quoted him as telling 


ROME -- An Italian man told 
police he poured petrol over a 
priest and set him ablaze because 
he blamed him for his failcd 
marriage, media reports said 
recently. 

Pierfrancesco Caratelli, 28, 
was arrested and charged with al- 
tempted murder for the attack on 
Father Mario Torregrossa. 

Torregrossa, 52, is in a serious 
condition in hospital with burns to 
40% of his body after bcing al- 
tacked by a masked assailant in his 


Roman Catholic Church in Alilia, police. 

near Rome. The pricst, who has undcrgone 
Caratelli, who was marricd by surgery and is on a veniilator, has 

Torregrossa but reporledly split up forgiven his attacker from hos- 


pital bed. 


with his wife within months, was 


Channel Service Filled With Smoke 
in 19095 Incident 


complete review and had 
amended ils emergency proce- 
dures. 

The incident took place on 
the nigit of September 17-13, 
1995. while regular mainte- 
nance was being carried out in 
the tunnel. 

The vehicle ed a 
faul in ils exhaust system 
which resuled in "dense smoke 
beiug emitted into the service 
wnncl from mid-point to the 
United Kingdom portal, a dis- 
‘ance of 25 kilomcters {15 
miles). 

The report said il was some 
two hours before {he ventilation 
system "had been reconfigured 
to clear the smoke". 


amy 


tating fire in the tunnel last 


LONDON — Channel Tunnel 


Eurotunnel had no şet month. 

10 deal with "dense It is the service ùınne! which 
exhaust smoke" which covered is seen as the “safe haven” into 
15 miles (Z4 kilometers) of the which passengers can be evacu- 
France-Briiain link's service ated if there is an incident in 
tuanel in an incident last year, the two train tunnels. 


said a report published here re- But "the presence of dense 
cenily. smoke in the service tunnel (in 
۹ 4 the 1995 incident) had never 

tain should 2 3 
en ed GUHE ê been envisaged," said the HSE. 


"While the smoke was not 
toxic, all trains should have 
been suspended because of the 
loss of the safe haven, Since 
their rules did not cover this 
eventuality, Lurolunnel cortin- 
ued to operate a normal night 
service." 

The HSE report said Euro- 
tunnel had şince carried out a 


incident involving a diesel- 
powered service tunne! vehicle, 
said the official report by the 
Heald and Safety Execulive 
(HSE) on railway safety for 
1995/96. 


The HSE report came a day 
after Eurostar passenger rains 
resumed service aftcr a devaşs- 


F#XSEFX BHEPEE REQS SEFER 


EURAFRGE 


CEC TCEEEEDS 


DEORE RA 


One who leads people to do 
good is like one who does it. 

(The Holy Prophet Mohant- 
mad (9) 


for both muscle spasms and ataxia 
(loss of coordination). 

Debbi Talshir is a 39-year-old 
divorced woman who has treated 
her multiple sclerosis with carma- 
bis for 14 years. She tclls her: 
story: 

I1 was diagnosed with multiple 
sclerosis in 1977. One of its first 
symptoms was optic neuropathy. 
The qptic nerve connects the brain 
and eye, and optic neuropathy is a 
degeneration of that connection. Ht 
can cause partial blindness. First a 
big cloud appeared in my vision 
and I could not see so well; the 
cloud then hit the right eye. 


For the neuropathy I was given 
ACTH. I gained about 100 pounds 
because I retained water and my 
appetite increased dramatically (I 
was always starving). The ACTH 
also caused mood swings that 
made me intolerable to my co- 
workers and friends. Even I was 
frightened by them. Finally they 
subsided, only to return a year and 
a half later, along with the oplic 
ncuropathy. This time a co-worker 
recommended cannabis and 1I 
smoked a couple of cigarettes 
daily. I didn’t gain weight or have 
mood swings, and the optic 
neuropathy subsided in three 
weeks. 


As the MS progressed, 1 was 
given Lioresal (baclofen) for mus- 
cle spasms. Yet, it caused side ef- 
fects: drowsiness and just general 
lethargy. Î found that cannabis 
stopped the spasms and relaxed 
my muscles, but not so much that . 
my muscles became useless. 

(To be cont'd) 


B Y JOHN McPHERSON 


TOMORROW 
IN HISTORY 


IRS agent, 


8 
3 
د 
8 


"ormly unsuccessful. Cannabis 
had been used to control the 
tremor on an almost daily basis for 
at least one year prior to this study 
athout. evidı of diminishing 
response. 
The initial 5 rng dose of THC 


apd I are now exploring the possi- 
bility of gaining legal access to 
cannabis through the Food and 
Drug Administration’s "Compas 
sionate LND" program, despite 
the extraordinarily slow and coni- 
plicated procedure required. 


Compared to the steroids, tranquilizers, and sedatives 
wusually prescribed for MS patients, my discovery is 


Having spotted he approaching 
Rodney hurried the family into the tax shelter. 


nemarkably safe and benign. 
س‎ 
Most MS patienîs in the United resulted in a decrease in head and 
States now Jean about cannabis neck tremor within 30 to 60 min- 
through support groups or The utes which lasted approximately 
Grapevine. Mary anecdotes tes- six hours. The dose resulled in a 


very mild "high" which did not 
appear 1o impair judgment. Mild 
hand ataxia seen in finger-nose- 
finger testing was little changed, 
but the patient's ability to write 


. was considerably improved, and 


his use of eating utensils was 
markedly improved. When pla- 
cebo capsules were substituted no 
improvement occured in spite of 
a "high" sensation. 


Repeated testing with the ac- 
tive img on two occasions again 


demoustrated the response. 


Arc. er recent report was pub- 


. lished by neurlogists at the Uni- 


versity of Gotlingen in Germany, 
who noticed that one of their pa- 
tients, a 30-year-old man with 
multiple sclerosis, used (smoked) 
cannabis to treat his motor and 


with clinical ratings, electromyog-. 


raphic study of his leg reflexes, 
and electromagnetic recording of 
his hand tremors. Their conclu- 


sion was that cannabis warranted . 


further evaluation as a treatment 


tify to its capacity to relieve tem- 
ors and loss of muscle 
coordination. Neurologists often 
bear about it from their patients. 
Yet the medical literature includes 
only afew cases like the following 
one reported in 1983. 

A 30-year-old man had a ten- 
year history of MS consisting of 
exacerbations and remissions, re- 
sulting, in paraparesis, diplopia, 
ataxia, numbness and parasthesia 
in all extremities, urinary reten- 
tion, incontinence, and impotence. 

Medical treatments had inı- 
cluded ACTH, corticosteroids, 
and azathioprine. A disabling 
tremor had been a consistent prob- 
lem for more than a year. The 
tremor was maximal in the head 
ani neck and resulted in particular 
problems while cating, because it 
increased as efforts were made to 
put food in the mouth. The tremor 
when the patient was supine with 
his head fully supported. It disap- 
peared with sleep. Treatment with 
diazepam, alcohol, propranolol, 
and physostigmine were uni- 


Can Multiple Selerosis Be Cured? 


cannabis was helpful 1 started lis. 
tening 1o my body and went back 
to smoking ı 8 

For the past seven years my MS 
has been. weli controlled, except 
when I ran out of cannabis and 
cannot find or afford more. 

Most MS patients grow pro- 

1 weaker and more crip- 
pled; I have improved. I can stand 
on one foot with my eyes closed. I1 
walk completely unaided. I can ac- 
tually run! 

This may seem insignificant to 
someone wlio has never been bed- 
ridden, crippled, and unable to 
move or speak, but to me it is a 
miracle, On top of all that, canna- 


,bis allows me to be sexually po- 
. tent. 


I have never become chemi- 


`eally dependent on cannabis, anî 


have no withdrawal symptoms 
when I stop smoking. Compared 


` improvement in my symptoms. 


On a scale of one to 100, he raies 
my physical and mental health at 
95. He no longer insists that can- 


nabis is useless. At the end of our 
last meeting he looked me in the 


: eyê and told me to keep doing 
whatever it is I am doing, because 
„it works. - 


Ido not like breaking the law;1 
do not enjoy paying terribly in- 
flated prices to drug dealers for an 
unregulated, uncontrolled prod- 
ا‎ But I do like to walk, talk, 

read, write, and see. My doctor 


“Mr. Grant! Mr. Marinello! Stop if righî now, 
or no sponge bath for either of you! 


Whether cannabis was responsi 


searchers, and other MS patients . 


CLOSE TO HOME 


But I was stil uncertain 


ble: 
Cannabis was something I used 
for fun, a social dmg. I did not 
believe that sucha simple and safe 
dmg could produce such a slar- 
ting improvement. It was all-ihe 
easier to îgnore the obvious be- 
cause my doctor and may wife con- 
tinued to laugh at the idea, To 


Tapidiy, the muscle spasms re- 
Within a few weeks I needed a 
J cane; then a walker. Eventually I 
E kê 
again. My Condition immediately 
stSRlized, then began to improve. 
I was happy but very confused. 
This pattern continued. I would 
smoke cannabis until my- condi- 
tion improved, then stop, For rea- 
sons Î cannot explain, 1 found it 
hard to believe that cannabis was 
rëally the canıse ‘of these dramatic 
changes in my health. 
` ` In 1980 my brother showed me 
& a newspaper article about an MS 
î . paiient in Washington named Sam 
Diana who had convinced a court 
of law that his ùse of cannabis was 
a "medical necessity." I was 
astonished to learn that I was not 
the only MS patient getting religf 
from cannabis. It was even mone 
astonishing that doctors, re- 


had supported Mr. Diana’s claim 
Bibe out led lod ia his 
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Duplex, 280 sq.m, 
very nice furniture, 
4 bedrs, 3 baths, 
indoor swimming 
pool, sauna & 
Jacuzzi. 


WifA Over 
1 experience in 
Sales & Rentals Reat Estate, 


1& Commercial epey yon witê be ste ® 
TT £o find fhe dost. 


THE ULTIMATE IN REAL ESTATE: 
TEL: 2049292 - (24 Lines) 

# JI. MODARREN 8S AFIICA 
JUNCTION 


COMPUTER 
IN THREE WEEKS 


FOR ALL LEVELS IN ENGLISH 
BY UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR. 


2201744 (D.D) 


4 qualified person 
owning car, fluent 
e English. 


° HOUSING 
., AGENCY 


` Suitable Christmas Gifts 
Reasonable Prices 
Arsen Art Gallery Tel. 674260 
saturdays, Mondays, Wednesdays 


FIONN $ و‎ © 4 Pf. 


ااك 


North NEI Ave. 


Fully furnished, 3 bedrs. 


r r 


The ncw forcign Rental Agent 
of Robinson with experienced 
Î guides, is at E ice. 


IN THE NAME OF ALLAH | 


iy faşanese} 


Shakrale Qods (Near Int’l Schoo 1) 
APL, 135 5q. m built area, 2-story bldg; 3 bedrs, funn /unfur, 
500 sq.m yard, pk. tel, chauffage, airtond., in a quiet area. 


E 8078133 


No. 60, Maryam 2 
Africa Ave., 1thf ١ 


Superb Villa 9.0 


For.Rent fo Foreigners 


ro 3 B2 NEES‏ ا 
Shahid Fallahi | Û Apt. 3 bedrssf.‏ 
EXTENSION OF CLOSING DATE | Û in 50s zalê 321072‏ 
plex, 550 sq.m | L‏ ِ : 
land, sauna, f.‏ 


TENDER NO. 74/31 


THE ABOVE-MENTIONED TENDER IS HEREBY EXTENDED FOR ONE MONTH. 
THE SUBMISSION DATE OF ENVELOPES IS THE OFFICIAL CLOSING TIME ON 
THURSDAY DEC. 19, 1996 AND THE ENVELOPES OPENING DATE IS AT 9:00 
A.M. ON SUNDAY DEC. 22, 1996 AT TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO. OF IRAN, 
TRANSACTION COMMITTEE, 2ND FLOOR, BLDG NO. 5, DR, SHARIATI AVE. 


LEARY Apt. or Rent 


4 


i HOTA 


185 sq.m, furnished, 3 bedrs, sauna, 
fan coil with welfare facilities. 2 
Eel: 30501538. 


Ex. Middle East 
E ey Cars 


ERE TEERTEEERESE 
فلادوف اد اا‎ 


Investor of partner with the good profit 
& fast tumbaçk of money is needed. 


Tal: BI5 
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of the cooperative sector is 
wiping out the disturbing urban 
industries. Khuzestan Alumi- 
mum Production Complex has 
taken the first step in this re- 
gard. Almost 40 scattered units 
in the cities of the province 
have been assembled within a 
complex. 

Concerming procurement of 
aluminum for the related indus- 
tries the complex has met the 
needs of the other provinces to 
the aluminum as well. Such a 
success deserves due apprecia~ 
tion. 

Managing director of 
Khuzestan Aluminum Com- 
plex: All institutes willing to 
invest in the complex may con- 
tact (061) 77007 or write to 
Ahvaz P.O.Box 547. 

Mr. Khalilavi managing di- 
rector of Khuzestan Aluminum 


کپ و 


Complex: Commissioners of 
construction designs natior. r 
wide can refer to the complex 
to procure their raw material in 
best quality and reasonable 
prices. 


the province exceeds 2,560 


in 1992, the year the general 
office was formed. The coop- 
erative companies member 
some 530,000 people. And the 
total number of cooperatives 
in the province are eight and the 
number of the multipurpose co- 
operative companies stand at 
25 mainly membered by the 
devotees of war. 


In 1995 the total credit allo- 
cated to the province according 
to Note 3, had been 
3,360,000,000. Almost 108 co- 
operative companies were ac- 
tive in production and service 
sectors manned by 1171 mem- 
bers. The credit allocated ac- 
cording, to Note 3 this year is 50 
billion rials. It is predicted that 
using the credit, 150 plans be 
implemented in the province to 


ج 
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sg 
create 1,800 Job opportunities. 
The anticipated credit is 
mainly for industry, mines, ag- 
riculture, shrimp and services 
sectors. 
Anotber plan, on the agenda 


Furthermore, Ayatollah units, 600 of which established 


refer in person to the complex. 


Mousavi Jazayeri, Friday 
Prayer leader of Ahvaz and rep- 
resentative of Vali-e Faqih re- 
ferred to the value of labor in 
Islam adding: AIl should work, 
as prophets of God used to 


He also appreciated the 
hard-working personnel and 
responsible authorities of Alu- 
minum Guild and Engineer 


Shafei"s supports. 


Likewise, Engineer Cher- 
aghi, director general for 
Khuzestan General Office for 
Cooperatives elaborated first 
on the province saying: 
Khuzestan Province, with a 
land area of 64236 sq.km and a 
population of almost 3,680,000 


"people is located in the south- 


west Iran, sandwiched between 
Ilam Province from the north- 
west, Lorestan Province from 
the north, Charmahal & 
Bahkteyari and Kohgilouyeh & 
Boyer Ahmad from northeast 
and east, Bushehr Province 
from southeast, Persian Gulf 
from the south. Furthermore it 


„is bordering Iraq from the west. 
,„, According to state divisions 


Khuzestan Province includes 
15 townships, 28 cities, 35 dis~- 


i tricts, and I11 hamlets. Ahvaz, 


the province center of 
Khuzestan with a land area of 
over 200 sq.km, is the largest 
city-ofthe province. Five rivers 
namely Karkheh, Karoon, Dez, 
Maroon, and Kheyrabad, run 
across the province. The aver- 
age annual rainfall rate is 
266mm in the province and the 
rainfall period is between 
Mehr-Ordibehesht. 

Elsewhere, Engineer Cher- 
aghi referred to the number of 
the cooperatives established in 
the province and said: The total 


` number of the cooperatives in 


س ت س ا ممت اما م الا د ر م اتلس سا ع 


The managing director of 
the complex added: The com- 
plex invites all institutes will- 
Ing to participate in the field, to 
contact (061) 77007 or write to 
P.O.Box 547 Ahvaz, 


Also at the opening cere- 
mony, Minister of Coopera-= 
tives Engineer Shafei 
appreciated the endeavors 
made by the members of the 
union and the managing direc- 
tor of the complex to create 
such an association and said 
such a goal might not be 
achieved unless by right under- 
standing of one”s status. He 
also acknowledged all mem- 
bers of trade guilds, manage- 
ment of the complex and the 
executive directors ofthe prov- 
ince. 


For making further improve” 


ments in the complex he sug” “ 


gested two things: First, a 
vocational and technical train~ 
ing center be established beside 
the complex to train skilled 
manpower for the technical and 
industrial centers of the coun- 
try. He recommended all the 
educated individuals to enter 
productive sector and do not 


esere #4 


always think about working in 
the offices and govemmental 
sector. Unfortunately, in our 
society people’s awareness of 
the culture of labor and produc- 


tion is low. In the old system, it 
was still lower, but in the new 
system of the country people 
are gaining labor culture 
awareness. Second, production 
of such items as doors, win- 
dows, cupboards, tables, chairs 
and other products should be 
according to the requirements 
of national and international 
standards. By standardizing the 
products you can offer guide- 
lines for the building construc- 
tion industry. Also you will 
help pèople a lot if you set up 
exhibits and stores throughout 
the country to avoid people to 


. . 5 
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On the offsite units of this 
complex, the managing direc- 
tor of the complex said: The 
complex also includes a re- 
search and ‘design unit; and 
plans have been made to create 
an exposition, a restauranî, amr 
phitheater, and a large center 
for distribution of raw materi 
als near the vcomplex. 

He added: The complex, 
manned by 390 employees, de» 
serves the highest production 
rate among the complexes of 
this kind. 

He revealed that executors 
of construction designs.can re- 
fer to this complex to purchase 
best quality raw materials eas- 
ily. The complex also accepts 
orders from all parts of the 


country. 


He said none of the central- 
ized productive complexes de- 
serve this much capacity and 


the. scattered and traditional’ 


producers use old methods, by 
which raw materials and valu- 
able economic resources are 
wasted. Tuming them into the 
modem methods is a necessity 
which should be supported by 
the responsible authorities. 


Conceming the amount of 
investment in the complex Mr. 
Khalilavi said: So far Ris. 6 
billion has been invested in the 
complex but an additional Rls. 
10 billion is also needed for the 
completion of the plans under 
progress. 


oR Rs compe“ and the rovî 


erginreer Cher 
orperafivas eilatora! 
Ftiendants. 


Jeena Aluminum 
dustries Complex 


was inaugurated by Minister of 
Cooperatives. Engineer Sbafei. 
Also attendant in the opening 
ceremony were deputies from 
the Ministry of Cooperatives, 
Govemor General of Khuzestan 
Province Engineer Moqimi, 
representative of Vali Faqîh in 
Khuzestan ' Ayatollah. Mousavi 
Jazayeri, governors general, 
mayors, directors general, heads 
of offices, officials and authori- 
ties of trade unions and guilds, 
members of Board of Directors 
for rational union for the indus- 
tries, and managers of different 

Mr. Abdolhossem Khalilavi, 
managing : director of 
Khuzestan Aluminum Produc- 
tion Industries Company 
(KAPIC) took part in an inter- 
view with the reporters to 
elaborate more: 


This complex which is the 
first and the largest manufac- 
turer of aluminum structures in 
the country, iş constructed in a 


. land area of 35,000 sq.m and 
with a built area of 15,000 . 


sq.m. It includes 40 units for 


producing doors and windows, . 


kitchen cabinets, wall-mount- 
ing cupboards, indoor door 
frames, false ceilings, and 
other aluminum structures. The 
capacity of the complex is 200 
ons per month. 


ww 
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Code Constructors 


Pushing 


PC Magazine first r and the all-important CV + grown to become the PC’s most common using the tools in the first place. 
lsviewed C+ + compilers enhancement of being an integral و‎ ae ا‎ CH+ is notorious for creating P 
back in 1992, C+ + reigned su- component for both Intrancls and PP Yessiorial development language, despite ihe forts unfathomable bugs. The erformanc 


The signs are that the CFF 
market is maturing -~ there are only 
four major players, and the 


combination of virtual functions 
with operator overloading means 
that in any large application it 


of Visual Basic and PowerBuilder to oust it. And 
Microsoft Visual C++ jis still the most popular of C++ 


the Imernct. Bul this threat is also 
an opporlunity, since the Java 


preme on the desktop development 
stage, responsible for GUI devel- 
opment, databases, spreadsheets 


1 language is very similar to CH, :s if actually the best at writing bug mpi isnt îble 10 look at a 
i ا‎ e rd n bcing borne of Objective C, as well compilers. But is e ا‎ 8 line of code and be able lo deduce Performance spread both for 
.اند‎ Y, as being influenced by C++. code that doesn’t take a Hfetine to compile: for certain which functions will be and executable speed 


is narrowing (despite IBM’s. 
remarkably poor VisualAge for 


speed of the executables depends 


` called. You can prevent some of 


Just In Time {JIT) dcbuggers, 


unproductively low specification. 


Most of the vendors with 


development jobs greatly 


most PC software you can buy is 
built in C+ + (usually Microsoft 


2 outnumber those for Windows 95. At first these numbers instance, in most cases 
Java Friend or This reflects ihe fact that corporale look fairly اا‎ to people who beyond addi ا‎ although excellent 0 such on your mix of floating point to 
Foe? UK is embracing Windows NT, remember when you could a you rerun the Wizard or ExperL problems, can get a litle 0 , funclion calls, or how large the 
whereas Windows 95 is seen as a working Microsoft C program ona This means that you have to migrate enthusiastic, since they act on v-tables in your class structure need 
The last cloud on C++"s horizon consumer product. Developers also single floppy disk. However, the any handwritten modifications ino failure of any program in your to be. 
is Java, which offers smoother tend 1o prefer the stability and cost of {he disk space works out at the new version, which can greally system, not just the one you’re ر‎ / 
porlability, a simpler object mode! relative elegance of NT. aboüt £50, which is less than reduce the time savings made by working an. . ` (Contd on Pg.14) 
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Consiruction Works of Tonekabon Guild | 


Affairs Assembly for Distribution and 
Services Siartetdl hy Tonekahon Governor | 


and some experts. 

At the end, he expressed 
his gratitude to Akbar 
Shahnazari, Pourmolaee, 


Ja’ farnezhad went on say- 
ing that the buildings of 
Guild Affairs Assembly fof 
Distribution and Services 


(O reuren: with auspi- 
ious birth anniversary 


: _ products in this review have Java 5 tavê oi ls iê ê 
Yaa Cel n Ys TTA  Gobbling Space Moot © ved htt eat û me tiga 1 TE e rrr aN 
DOOM! through to real missiles. PWS Of the effect of a The data inflation experienced time. For this bulk you get withunassigned pointers, excessive a 
There have been challengers for  POdUCES, on share ا‎ and by users of application software is context-sensitive help, debug tools, casting, array bound errors, ofPCLabs’ bencbiests) 4 سا‎ 
this pivotal position. In the last because it's relatively simple for an  rqirçored by the tools that are usod programmable editors, memory leaks or frecing the same vendors {apart from IBM) 2 
couple of years Visual Basic and gC vendor to er to develop them. So-called minimal configuration management, object more than once. clearly spor at a 2 
PowerBuilder have taken much Microsolt's imp! 0 ا‎ ES allie for Microsoft Visual installation toolkits, thousands of : tl of their tools as 
1 H+ 4. 4+7 genérali 
GUI work away, but their lack of [overaged; so E ely 4.1 or Symantec CH 7.2 can APIs and even chunks of code A modern development H iS i singly the 
scaleability and performance has 1 2 take up between 20Mb and 250Mb, written by the tools. 8 nt oto spot f elo the 
led to C++ being used to build  Vrions announced themselves On yhilc for IBM's VisualAge for 1 helps yot polibese case that for many developers he 
1 DLLs that provide both accoss iû JPM Screen 28 Visual O C++ for Windows this rises to Helping Hand A ay ep he e a E E E 
3 the power of the API and a much ا‎ nearly 0.5Gb. n excepti speed product, 1 
# needed performance boost. e 0 ا یی ا‎ Java None of these tools can be used Ali the products in this review e ounting, The or how fast the program prodnces 
< Assembler, uscd for a few specialist ah par 0 , makin efrecuivcly under Windows NT on have sorte form of automatic code 0 ihe giçeno! 2 0 code. ` Visual Basic 2 
tasks, has faded grcatly, alihough WS a serious choice E any machine below a 100MHZ generation, so you don't have to o the environment e E PowerBuilder wojldn't exist ۲ 
i, Symantec's linker highlighis the PTY. Your PerSONa Pentium with less than I6Mb gf laboriously crack your own e ا‎ 0 weren't true. 
41  advamagcs if key componcnis are marketability. RAM. Even this configuration will messages and map variables to Variables, and tracing ugh ı ¬ Our analysis of the individual 
ı optimized by its judicious use. ` Although Windows 95 has sold meant hat pro drum their controls by hand. Many e OE products here takes more account of 
ı Fortran has declincd too, although in the tens of millions, it hasn't fingers waiting for compiles to development shops simply refuse 5 E / e build speed for partial debugs, 
« perversely, demand for COBOL is proved popular as a development finish. Given the cost of a to use these, partly out of a feeling program s a ا ا‎ his a I ile The E : 
increasing because of the frantic plalform. The most objective view programmer relative to the now that they want to be close to the ا‎ E i IIE o the fact you o E 
- need lo fix all those bugs caused by ofthiscomes from the employment trivial price of RAM, il makes no code, and partly because not only is Ee o E 0 y tweaking of code than the sort of a 
the miscoding of he ycar 2000. markct, where Windows NT financial sense to use even this the generated code oflen verbose, e 2 3 5 ا‎ :resiructuring that necessitates ا‎ 
but quite inflexible too. For y when it steps out of line, complcte compiles. The overall. 


of Imam Ali (AS), the con- 
struction operations of 
Tonekabon Guild Affairs As- 
sembly for Distribution and 
Services in a ceremony at- 
1 tended by Noori, Governor of 

Tonekabon, Nazerian, cen- 
1 tral district governor, Eftek- 
1 


ټپ پت 
Ja’ farnezhad: We thank God that we‏ 
succeeded to achieve two objectives after‏ 
several years through efforts of devoted‏ 
representatives of unions in Guild Affairs‏ 

Assembly for Distribution and Services. 


and its affiliated unions of Ebrahimi, Mehrpour, Ali 
which construction opera- Dabirian, Fadavi, Akbarian, 
tions were started by Gover- Asanloo and other market- 
E authorities and marketeers nor Noori and Mayor eers for their cooperation in 
1 were started. Eftekhari, will be con- particular in the field of pro- 
Î viding land, planning, map, 
i The buildings of Guild Affairs Assembly for and method of executing. 

Distribution and Services and its affiliated Firstly Seyyed Mahdi 


unions will be constructed according to Ja’ farnezhad, head of 
4 Tonekabon Guild Affairs 


hari, mayor of Tonekabon, 
and a number of local 


The ceremony of starting construction i f T 1 
n 1 ا‎ 8 operations o onekabon Guild Affairs Resembly for" . 


of devoted representatives of then added, “The active 
unions in Guild Affairs As- presence of marketeers in 
sembly for Distribution and battlefields and logistic 
Services. headquarters during 3 years 

He added that one of these يپ ڪڪ‎ 
two objectives was the es- Noort: The active presence’ûf marketeersl 
tablishment of Aid Fund ggg battleftelds 


of Tonekabon added thatthe J. 
marketeers play an impor- -É 
tant role in construction éra 


and logistic headquarters 
during & years of holy defense isl 


admirable. In fact, the marketeers along 1 


which was started its activi- 

Then Noori, governor of 
Tönekabon, congratulated 
on auspicious birth anniver- 


Assembly for Distribution 
and Services delivering 
speech congratulated on pro- 
pitious birth anniversary of 


area. 


١ proceedings in a piece of land having about 35 
` Î square meters area and 270 square meters built 


with other organizations give all-out 
support to the combatants. 


structed according tO PIO- 
ceedings in a piece of land 
having about 354 square me- 
terş area and 270 square mê- 
ters built area under the 
supervision of 5 repre 


ties with one-miltion-rial 
opening capital in 1993 
through incessant attempts 
of marketeers. At present, 
the fund enjoys 80 members 
and around 30 million rials 


Imam Ali (AS) as well as 
Basij Week and then elabo- 
rated on the assembly’s ac- 
tivities and said, ““We thank 
God that we succeeded to 


sary of Imam Ali (AS) and. 
Basij Week and briefly de- 
livered speech on Imam 
Ali's blessing life as well as 
the marketeers’ effective 


ج ا کے 
of holy defense is admirable. strong financial suppor‏ 

In fact, the marketeers along through creating interest- 

with other organizations 
1 achieve two objectives after role during 8-year imposed givê all-out support to the mentati’ 1 i: 

stock which we are hopeful sentatives of unions as main io of constructtonlll..’: 

to increase in af luie members, one supervisor several years through efforts war and construction era and combatants.’’ The govemor projects in the f region. 


ااا ا ست ت — — IIHINIHINEIEFOLAVHUUESIEHLILIIOU N IHIIIIRIIIINHInnn.....‏ 


ا 


This is why the citizens of the 
worid should ensure that the UN 
does not collapse at this juncture 
under the weight of its colossal 
debts. Citizens groups should 
pressure the large debtor-states to 
pay up.. The . U.S. in particular 
should be persuaded to fulfîl its 
financial obligations to the UN. ` 

Let the citizens of the world 
make this their collective commit- 
ment on this auspicious day ~ Oc- 
tober 24 -- which is the UN Day! 

(Courtery Just World Trust) 


there, playing its part, if we ex- 
pect if to do what we think 
should be done in the world,” 
Clinton said in response to a re 
porter’s question, 

The president also was 
questioned about Albright’s 
chances of winning Senate con 
firmation in the face of Repub- 
lican hostility to the UN. 

People in Congress "know 
that I believe the United Na- 
tions is an important orğaniza- 
tion," Clinton said. arr 


Social Challenge 


® 1 have a suggestion. Environmental 
required 


impact reports are 


for projects at all levels. Why 


Hot make it compulsory to prepare reports on impacts 
fo correct ine jes? Maria Tı 


happen to our children, i 


Caring for the Future) 


mankind today. At a time whén 
globalization driven by multina- 
tional corporations and comiuni- 
cation technology is moulding an 
inlemational system in which the 
powerful will perpetuate {heir 


„ dominance over the poweness 


wiih even grcater impunity, it is 


- imperative that the UN continues 


to exist. For, at the very least, it 
Provides a channel of sorts for the 
Powerless to express their COD- 
cerns in lhe presence of the pow- 
erful. 


President Bill Clinton Binphasizes UYs Iuportance 


need for the United’ States to 
fully participate in it. 

Clinton made the remarks 
afier announcing Madeleine 
Albrigkit, U.S. ambassador .to 
the UN, is his choice for secre 
tary of state. 

The TJnited Nations “is im- 
Portant, and it's going to get 
more important And the 
United States had better be 


Present form, is a totally undemo- 
cratic structure and does not repre- 
sent the aspirations of the vast 
majority of humankind. Nor can 
anyoue deny that the General As- 


sembly has very little political 


clout and is in no posilion to deter- 
mine the direction of global poli- 

Though the UN system as a 
whole has many glaring deficien- 
cies, the fact still remains that it ig 
the only truly global forum for hu- 


` tics. 


(WHO), the United Nations Edu- 
cation, Sciermific and Cultural Or- 
ganization (UNESCO), the Food 
& Agricultural Organization 
(FAO) and the United Nations De- 


. velopment Program (UNDP) have 
--3nade a significant impact upon 


the lives of ordinary men, women 
and children across the globe, 

It is of course tnuc that the UN 
Syslem has grown into a huge, un- 
wicldy burcaucracy and is in dire 


Council, in its 


Bukavu, where much needed relief aid is stîl awaited. The 
UNHCR said November 25 that around 100 Rwandans are 
(AFP PHOTO) 


. necd of reform. It is also truce that 
the UN Security 


PR 


politics, thcy have contributed in a 
small way towards stabilizing 
volatile situations. 2 

The UN has also been deeply 
involved in variouş projects in dif- 


. ._feent parts of the world connected 


wilh promoting health care, ie 


munizing children, empowering 
women, eradicating illiteracy and 
improving methods of food pro- 
duction and distribution. The 
„work of UN agencies such as the 


camp was 
opened in January 1989 when 
the number of Vietnamese asy- 1 


tion for about 25,000. 

The Whitehead Detention 
Center has been ‘the scene of 
protesls and rjptings in past 
years over the‘ forced repatria- ' 
tion by the government, 

Most of the Vietnamese 
who arrived in Hong Kong are 
screencd-out as economic mi- 
grants raiher than political refua- 
gees, and therefore not eligible 
for rescillement in a third coun- 


+ "Ehé crisis. has been brought! 


:about by the unwiltingness of 


.member-slates to pay their dues. 
.Menibêrgates now’ ovre he or- 


` ` ghhîzalion $2.5 billion. The rg. . . 


est debtor is the United States, 
which öwes $1.44 billion, more 


` ‘than the debts of all the other 
` member-statos combined. An- 


. other debtor-state is Russia which 
has yét to fully setıle the amount 
of $500,000 owed since October 
` 1995. Several rich contributors 


Hike Gennany and Japan pay their 


` dues many months late, thus 
gravaling the problem, ,. 
J would be a shame if lhe UN 


: HONG KONG — Hong Kong 


forced home ã group of 105 VF 
regan gree rg 
iis paj io deten- 
. dover f the territory to China 


„The oup, comprising of 35 
men, 25 women and 45 chil- 


` dren, left for Hanoi on a char- 


۴ 


` tered flight, a govemment 


Most of them were from 
southem and central Vietnam 
and had been ii Hong Kong 
since 199l, 

Hong. Kong has stepped up 
forced repatriation in recent 
months in a bid to close down 
all ‘Vietnamese detention cen 
tres by mid-1996, a month be _ 


mad (S) ranéout, but sees no one’. 
Alî is silence, sky and mountain. . 
Again the light appears and the 


main path of his mission —~ de- 
scribes is as follows: 

God Mohammad ($ 
the honorable Prophet of Islan 
when there had beer no messenger 
sent for a long time. The people of 
the world were in lethargy. Ajuirs 
were cut short Wars were blazing 
everywhere. The world was en- 
gulfed in the darkness of ignorance 
and impiety. Fraud prevailed. The 


One who wishes to be promoted to the position of 
offering blessings himself should first be elevated 
from the state of imperfection to peiféction by the 


I can not. recite; ] have studied . 
no where and haye had no one to 
teach me... 2 
Recite, recite, Mohammad! . 

The celestial light fills him with 
the hope ûf being. able lo. do what 
hé is ordered to do..He seeks the 


Recite: In the Name of the Lord who 


` créated, Created. Man forma clot 
` ` Recite and itis your Lord the most 


leaves for the tree of humanity had 
faded; its fresiness had turned yel- 
low, rendered fruitless. Life re- 


` vealed its ugly face. Such a fiasco 


bore nothing but dsterbance and 
chaos. 

. Hazrat Al 49 continttes God 
sert Mohammad (S) on his mission 
to caution the people about the way 
they lived. He entrusted his divine 
command to him. You Arabs had 
then put your fuith in the worst 
religion and lived the worst life. 

` You slept ön rugged land, infested 
with biting snakes. You were unde- 
mourished and. drank contami-. 
nated water. You.sought pleasire’ 


اس ج ڪڪ ڪا 
The prophetic mission means the elevatiiofthose‏ 
with the capacity of being elevated; the acquisition .‏ 
of this capability, the: transition from lack of a‏ 

alo epo eal hl i 1 


rT TTT TSF 
Teaches man thar which he knew. 
not . 


Colt: 1-5)‏ شت 
Now ari over-‏ 
haslens‏ 


کے ت بار نکد 8 : 


. JO ore God's messenger... 


The: desert resound with 


kar lacê bj. 
e 


. Soviet Union, officially for medi 


of the quality: 


in bloodshed. Fou broke the ties of 
Kinship and strtggled with your 
Rinsfolk. You worshipped idols and 
you were slaves to your Sins ... Af 
the age of forty Mohommad’s (S) 
ability to receive the Mission bore 
Jruit If he had been destitute of 
sich a capacity, he could not have 


f been the source of any good deeds. 


science, It is at this stage that Hi 


, ` political career began. 


Although briefly imprisoned in 
the early 1950s for agitating : 


Karmal û cilo, allein RF a 
timê he 


the communist. 
Around this time Karmal 
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Mab“ as 


The conferring of the prophethood upon Mohammad (S) 


i of xeman ignorance and. 
falibitities. He wondered how man 
falls to the nadir-:of-yice when he 
has the ability-to ascend to the ze- 
nith of virtue. He doesn’t know 
glek 


2 
Babrak Karmal was a scion of the 
Afghan bourgeoisie who could 
never have led his country but for 
the 1979 Red Armıy invasion. 
Karmal, who died last Sunday 
in Moscow, was born roughly 67 
years ago in Bagrami,’a village 
some 20 kilometers (12 miles) 
southeast of Kabul, the son of a 
general of King Zaher Shah. 


Karmal, a short man, was just 


one of many scions of the Kabul 


bourgedisie whose greed for power 
allowed the Soviet Union to get 
involved in a feudal state. 

He attended a German-run sec- 
ondary school in Kabul. after 
which he studied law andi political 


ml 


touch the entrance and the cave 


soul, in quest of the truth of faith 
and light of monotheism through 
the mist of falsehood, blasphemy 
and polytheism sought peace of 
mind in the calm of the mountain 
side. He prayed to his Lord and 


mering all 2 
The right-king Dally Tele- 
graph newspaperset the ball rol- 


ing at the start of the week with 
speculation that Major was on the 
verge of abandoning his "wait-and- 
see" attitude towards the single 
currency. 

A leading Euro-Skeptic Con- 
servative member of Parliament, 
Tony Marlow, called on Thursday 
night on the prime minister to 
"purge" his chancellor, who is seen 
by right-wingers as the principal 
obstacle to reversing the policy on 
EMU. 

The Financial Times on Friday 
pointed to a breakdown in relations 
between Clarke and Major, and 
cited senior government sources 
who said that the chancellor might 
have to go. 

But Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind rejected Leigh’s claims 
that most Conservatives wanted a 
change in the policy, which was 
agreed at the Tories’ last annual 
couference, în October. 

"Thaf’s rubbish, because as we 
saw at the party conference the 
overwhelming view of the party 
conference, all the party activists - 
several thousands of them there - 
was to endorse the prime minis- 
ter’s and the cabinets position.” he 
said on BBC radio. 

AFP) 


hr 


time when Mohammad {S) and 
Hara Mountain loudly declare their 
appearance. Hara is a mountain 
north of Mecca with rocky, tortu- 
ous paths to the top. On the north 
side ofthe mountain there is a cave, 
not of easy access. One must bear 


Britain’s Conservatives in Open Conflict 


Over Europe 


minister reflects intense anger 
among the Tories’ increasingly 
powerful Euro-Sceptic wing. 

The Euro-Skeptics believe that 
on Tuesday, Major was pressured 
into ruling out a policy change by 
pro-Europeans Chancellor Ken- 
neth Clarke, and Deputy Prime 
Minister Mîchael Heseltine, 

Clarke on Thursday issued an 
unprecedented denial that he had 
threatened this week to resign if his 
wishes were ignored. 

At a turbulent meeting Thurs- 
day night of a key grouping of 
right-wing Conservative deputies, 
the Tory Backbench 1922 Com- 
mittee, Leigh warmed that the pre- 
sent policy on a single currency 
Was "unsustainable" 

The conservative Euro-Şkep- 
ties, who are against Britain taking 
part in any further European inîte- 
gration, Fedr that the party will defi- 
nitely lose the next election unlesş 
majorswitches position. 

` These concems were height- 
ened by a galiup poll published or. 
Friday which showed the Labour 
opposition extending its lead over 
the Tories to 37 points, a 10-point 
increase over last trnonth. 

‘Fhis latest conflict over the 
question of Britain’s participation 
in the Euro, which is a key issue 
dividing the Tory party's anti- and 


Jn the name of God, the Com- 
passionate the Merciful 
lischools of thought claiming 
to guide mankind must be 
looked at from two points of view: 
the factors involved in appearance 
of the school, and the maneuvers 
performed to survive. It must be 
ascertained whether or not the ori- 
ginof a doctrine and its originating 
element are consistent with what 
the doctrine claims. The value of 
the plan for the survival of the doc- 
trine should be appraised to see 
how it is compatible with the doc- 
„ trine"s claims. The history of Islam 
must be surveyed from these two 
aspects, origin and plan for sur- 
vival. 

The main element in the origin 
of Islam is the mission of the mes- 
senger of God. The survival of Is- 
lam pivots on an address delivered 
by the Prophet (S) at Ghadee 
Khom, a pool named ‘Khom’ on 
the way from Mecca to Madina 
concerning the appointment of 
Hazrat Ali (AS) as his successor. 
The question of ‘Imam’ was com- 
municated to the people by the 
Messenger (S) in compliance with 
the divine command. 

Hthe Messenger of God had not 
been appointed, Islam could not 

~ı have originated. If the Prophet (S) 
had not appointed Hazrat Ali (AS) 
as the true and genuine symbol of 
his mission, the doctrine of Islam 
would have been nipped in the bud 
„by the hypocrites, and would have 
sunk, destitute, into oblivion. That 
is why the existence of both of 
these matters-- origin and survival- 
= depends on the existence of the 
school of thought itself. 

The ic mission was the 
foundation for Islam and Ghadeer 
Khom ([mamate and Velayat-e- 
Faqeeh) continmes to observe the 
way it survives. 

Other schools of thought have 
their own origins and ways of sur- 
vival. Now, we want to look and 


-—3ee how far the main element, ori- 


gin. and methods of survival of a 
doctrine accorü with what that doc- 
trine claims. What is the prereq- 
uisites necessary? These are 
inter-related. If the main elements 


LONDON — Britain’s ruling Con- 
servatives were drawn into a public 
and highiy-damaging conflict over 
Europe on Friday after a former 
`"minister demanded that Prime Min- 
ister Tohn Major dilch his “wait- 

and-see" approach to the European 
single currency. 

Edward Leigh, an ex-Home Of- 
fice minister, accused Major of de- 
fying the "Democratic will" of the 
party by sticking to his policy of 
keeping the options open over 
. European Economic and Monetary 
” Union (EMU). 

He insisted that the majority of 
Conservative deputies and minis- 
ters wanted the cabinet, before the 
next general election due by next 
spring, to rule out joining EMU. 
a OIE NE caf FEE 


BT would prevent Britain 
"from adopting the single currency 
wntil 2002, ruling out taking part in 

the first wave of couwmtries to sign 


„mill of the pay is now quite clear 
io mule out a single currency,” 
Leigh id j a PEC a? inter- 


ye are tying to persuade the 

prime minister to win the general 

_ ection, to go with the mood of 
public opinion," he added, 

Leigh’"s attack on the prime 


ا8 


